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The Light of Life 
By Joseph Taylor Britan 


GOD, in Thine own image we 
Were made by power divine; 
Our lives were formed that they should 
be 
Reflecting light from Thine. 


Our minds were made to think Thy 
thought, 
To meditate on Thee; 
To know the wisdom Thou hast wrought 
For us on Calvary. 


Our hearts were tuned to love Thee, Lord, 
To revel in Thy grace; 

Oh, may we truly prize Thy Word, 
And seek the Father’s face! 


Our wills were framed, we know not how, 
To merge themselves with Thine; 
Oh, grant that they may ever bow 
In consecration fine! 


Thus, Christ, if Thou wilt dwell in me, 
My mind shall be enlarged; 

My heart shall throb in purity, 
My will with power be charged. 


Ww 
Putting Biography Into Action 


Christian biography is one of the 
most fruitful sources of inspiration. 


Scriptural principles are seen in action 
in the lives of men and women whom 
God has used. In a little book called 
“David Brainerd’s Personal Testimony,” 
edited by the Rev. Walter Searle of the 
South Africa General Mission 


(pub- 


lished by Oliphants, Ltd., London, un- 
dated, and probably out of print), there 
is a Foreword by Andrew Murray in 
which he gives wise counsel that can 
well apply to the reading of any Chris- 
tian biography. “This little volume of 
extracts from the life of David Brain- 
erd,” he writes, “has been prepared to 
bring some of the passages having ref- 
erence to his intense and powerful pray- 
ing within reach of all Christians who 
are seeking to take their part in mis- 
sionary intercession. The one thing one 
could wish to say to all readers is: Be- 
ware of being content, and even de- 
lighted, with what you read of the in- 
tensity of Brainerd’s prayers, and the 
wonderful answer that sometimes came 
so speedily and with such power. This 
delight may tempt you to rest content 
with the approval and the pleasure of 
knowing what he did. But this will 
profit little. Read, and pause, and read 
again, as in God’s presence, until you 
hear the voice of the Spirit calling you 
to follow in the footsteps of God’s serv- 
ants, and to ask grace to enable you to 
prove what the secret is of such intense 
love to souls, and such confident assur- 
ance that God will, in answer to your 
prayer, too, bestow blessing on those for 
whom you pray. And let us pray very 
specially that the Church may be con- 


vinced of the sin of prayerlessness, and 
of the blessed possibilities of a life cry- 
ing day and night to Him for His bless- 
ing on those who are still in darkness.” 
This same advice could well be taken 
to heart as one reads of such men of 
faith as Hudson Taylor, George Mueller, 
Arthur T. Pierson, Charles G. Finney, 
D. L. Moody, and others; and the clos- 
ing exhortation is as much needed to- 
day as when Andrew Murray wrote it.! 
Mr. Searle tells of the effect of Brain- 
erd’s diary on Henry Martyn, who said, 
“T longed to be a flame of fire continually 
glowing in the Divine service and build- 
ing up Christ’s Kingdom to my last and 
dying breath”; and William Carey, who 
urged his co-workers “continually to 
think of Brainerd wrestling in prayer 
among the solitudes of the backwoods 
of America”; and Dr. A. J. Gordon 
(father of Ernest Gordon), who told 
“how his torch was kindled at the altar 
of Brainerd’s unquenchable devotion.” 
As we think of such warriors in the fight 
of faith it is good to remember these 
words, “Whose faith follow, considering 
the end of their conversation” (Heb. 
13:7). 

For those interested, the Moody Press, Chi- 
cago, issued in 1949 a complete, new edition 
of “The Life and Diary of David Brainerd,” 
originally edited by Jonathan Edwards. 
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Charles G. Finney Speaks Again 


This editorial reviews the new book, “Finney Lives On—The Man, His 
Revival Methods, and His Message,” by V. Raymond Edman, Ph.D.., presi- 
dent of Wheaton College. (Fleming H, Revell Co.. New York 10; $2.50.) 


VERY American, who loves his 
E country and at least respects God 
and the Bible, agrees that “some- 

thing ought to be done!” The United 
States Senate’s Special Committee to In- 
vestigate Organized Crime in Interstate 
Commerce, which was directed by Sena- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Thy words were found, and I 
did eat them; and thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart: for I am called by thy 
name, O Lord God of hosts” (Jer. 
15:16). 




















tor Estes Kefauver and began its work 
on May 26, 1950, laid open to the public 
the cancerous plague of crime that is 
gnawing at the vitals of our country. 
But even the men on that committee, 
as fearless, persistent, and relentless as 
they were, have not publicly pointed out 
the deepest root of and the real remedy 
for the trouble. The root is sin in the 
human heart, and the remedy for the 
individual is the Gospel and for the 
nation, revival. It is interesting that 
just when the legal doctors had finished 
their diagnosis Dr. Edman’s new book on 
the great revivalist of the last century 
should appear. For revival, which 
knocks the props of pride and selfishness 
from under Christians and strikes ter- 
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ror to the hearts of sinners, is the only 
so'ution of our problems—unless the 
Lord should rend the heavens and ap- 
pear in person, as He will surely do in 
due time. 

With his skill as a specialist in history, 
as a good writer, and one who knows by 
experience what real revival is, Dr, Ed- 
man here presents a thoroughly inter- 
esting, informative, and arresting ac- 
count of Charles Grandison Finney and 
his preaching. The book is well ar- 
ranged. Mr. Finney’s life story is told 
in the first three chapters, covering 80 
of the 250 pages. The second section 
describes “The Methods” in three chap- 
ters: “The Pattern of Revival,” “The 
Price of Revival,” and “The Perils of 
Revival.” Chapter Seven, the first in 
Part III, gives an estimate of Finney 
as a preacher; and the remaining five 
chapters are condensations of five of 
Finney’s remarkable sermons, 

Charles Finney was born August 29, 
1792, in Warren, Litchfield County, Conn. 
Dr. Edman gives glimpses of his early 
life which are probably not known to 
many Christians today. He writes: “As 
a lad he was a typical American boy: 
six feet two inches in height, accustomed 
to the arduous labor of the pioneer farm, 
rugged and athletic, a child of the wood- 
land and also of the waters. He was 
an expert marksman, and when long past 
middle life he still enjoyed hunting wild 
game in field and forest. The knowl- 
edge of seamanship gained aboard small 
sailing boats on Lake Ontario stood him 
in good stead in later life, especially on 
a trip to the Mediterranean in a small 
brig, whose inebriated skipper Finney 
had to replace. Of Finney it was said, 
‘When he was twenty he excelled every 
man and boy he met in every species 
of toil or sport. No man could throw 
him, no man could knock his hat off, 
no man could run faster, jump farther, 
leap higher, or throw a ball with greater 
force and precision.’ . . , For some years 
he taught country school in Connecticut 
and New Jersey, which proved to be an 
excellent regimen for later service as 
a teacher of the Word among the sons 
of men. He was dissuaded from attend- 
ing Yale, even though he was already a 
good classical scholar in his own rights, 
on the ground that he could achieve the 
substance of college training on his own 
initiative. Music he loved, and early 
earnings he invested in a cello, on which 
instrument he excelled. By his twenty- 
sixth year he had determined to follow 
the legal profession, so in 1818 he entered 
as an apprentice the law office of Judge 
Benjamin Wright in Adams, Jefferson 
County, N. Y.” Two years later he was 
admitted to the bar, and became a mem- 
ber of the judge’s law firm. 

The remarkable story of Finney’s con- 
version, in the autumn of 1821, is given in 
his own words. He had a great mental 
and spiritual struggle, which lasted for 
several days. Finney declared that “the 
whole question of Gospel salvation 
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opened to my mind in a manner most 
marvelous to me at the time. I think I 
then saw, as clearly as I ever have in 
my life, the reality and fullness of the 
atonement of Christ. I saw that His 
work was a finished work; and that in- 
stead of having, or needing, any right- 
eousness of my own to recommend me 
to God, I had to submit myself to the 
righteousness of God through Christ.” 
On the 10th of October, he spent a long 
time in prayer alone in the woods, and 
that evening in the office he had a mirac- 
ulous experience and, he says, “I re- 
ceived a mighty baptism of the Holy 
Ghost.” From that moment he became 
a powerful! witness for God, and saints 
and sinners broke down before him. 
For instance, shortly after, he called 
at “the shop of a Christian shoemaker, 
who at that moment was in conversa- 
tion with a young man defending Uni- 
versalism. The arguments of the Uni- 
versalist were immediately demolished 
by the lawyer newly redeemed; and, 
without making reply, the young man 
went out inio the street, over a fence, 
and into the woods. That evening he 
returned with a radiant testimony of 
faith in Christ. During a visit with 
other friends later in the day Finney 
was asked to say grace at the table. A 
young man boarding in that family and 
employed in distilling whiskey, and a 
professed Universalist, rushed from the 
table, locked himself in his room, and 
came out in the morning a believer in 
Christ. He afterward became a min- 
ister of the Gospel.” 

Charles Finney was not without his 
critics, and Dr, Edman gives interesting 
evidence of the deep trials that he passed 
through. Finney learned many lessons, 
and pre-eminent among them was “the 
need of personal devotions in daily Bible 
reading and prayer, and the need of 
perennial, personal revival in the break- 
ing of his own heart.” He himself said: 
“I read my Bible on my knees a great 
deal during those days of conflict, be- 
seeching the Lord to teach me His own 
mind on these points. I had nowhere 
to go but directly to the Bible, and to 
the philosophy or workings of my own 
mind, as revealed in consciousness.” But 
Gpd gave victory, and used His servant 
mightily in spreading revival. For a 
time he was pastor of the Chatham 
Street Chapel in New York City, which 
later became the Broadway Tabernacle. 
In 1851 he was called to the presidency 
of Oberlin College, where he continued 
for fourteen years. After that he trav- 
eled extensively in the States and the 
British Isles preaching and writing. A 
contemporary wrote that “as many as a 
thousand congregations in the United 
States have been visited within six 
months, to a greater or less extent, with 
revivals of religion; and that the whole 
number of conversions is probably not 
less than 50,000.” 

Charles Finney’s ideas on revival were 
revolutionary then—and they would 
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seem so today. But they got results. He 
said it “is not a miracle,” but rather 
“the result of the right use of the ap. 
propriate means.” He expounds this 
startling thought with all the incisive. 
ness and clarity of his legal mind. He 
described what a revival is, when it is 
needed, revival preaching, the manner of 
dealing with careless sinners, awakened 
(Continued on page 463) 








Notes on Open Letters 


What To Do With 
Old Bibles and Testaments 


A fourteen-year-old boy in my Sun- 
day school class asked me a question 
that has come to my own mind sev- 
eral times. I do not know any answer, 
and thought maybe someone in your 
office could suggest something. This 
is the question: “What shall we do 
with worn-out Bibles? In what way 
should they be disposed of?” 


I very much ny the TIMEs 
in preparing my Sunday school les- 
son. And the other articles are always 
very worth-while. May God continue 
to bless the magazine——An Ohio 
reader, 

One organization which can use old 
Bibles and Testaments is the American 
Scripture Gift Mission, which has the same 
street address, but not the same postal 
zone, as THE SUNDAY ScHooL TIMEs. Mr. 
William H. Richie, Executive Secretary, 
has made this statement: 

_The American Scripture Gift Mis- 

sion, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 

7, Pa., is glad to receive old Bibles, 

provided they are not torn or muti- 

lated, as they frequently have calls 
from institutions for used Bibles. They 
cannot take broken books, however, 
as they have no facilities for rebinding. 

If past use, they should be respectfully 

burned, a procedure similar to that 

recommended in the case of old, worn- 
out American flags. 

We need not hesitate to destroy Bibles 
or Testaments when the bindings are 
broken, pages torn, soiled, or missing, 
and when parts are illegible, unless we 
wish to keep them for sentimental rea- 
sons. Bibles, Testaments. Gospels, and 
other portions of Scripture ought to be 
treated with more reverence and respect 
than ordinary books; but on the other 
hand they need not be regarded as fet- 
ishes or idols, such as the supposedly 
holy relics which the Roman Church 
keeps and displays on special occasions. 
It is the words of Scripture that are in- 
spired of God and give life, and the 
paper, printer’s ink, and binding are 
neither sacred nor indestructible. It is 
really kinder to get rid of useless Bibles 
or Testaments ourselves than it is to 
pass the burden of doing so on to some- 
one else. 

Please do not send old Bibles and Tes- 
taments to THE SunDAy ScHoot TIMEs. 
If there are other organizations, such as 
home or foreign missions, which can use 
them, the Editors would be glad to know 
of them. 
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|. Traveling in Job’s Country—the Land of Uz 


A visit to a vast plateau south of Damascus 





HALL we visit Job’s country in 
S ancient Syria, and meet its children 


and see what American mission- 


aries are doing for them? All right, 
come along! 
Where is Job’s country? you ask. 


“There was a man in the land of Uz, 
whose name was Job... . This man was 
the greatest of all the men of the east,” 
states the Bible (Job 1:1, 3). The Land 
of Uz is our objective. 

What a picture it makes, that great and 
wide plain of the Land of Uz, where grazed 
Job’s seven thousand sheep, and three 
thousand camels, and five hundred she 
asses, with sheep herders, camel drivers, 
plowmen turning up the soil with five 
hundred yoke of oxen, the asses feed- 
ing beside them. Shouts and animal 
calls: little children playing about with 
pet baby camels and lambs. For Job 
had “a very great household.” 


The Bible “Men of the East” 

All this was the property of the Patri- 
arch of the Land of Uz, “the greatest 
of all the men of the east.” In the Bible 
we read about these men of the East. 
Young Jacob leaving Palestine, “went 
on his journey, and came into the land 
of the people of the east.” Gideon whip- 
ped Midian and its allies, “all the chil- 
dren of the east.” And King “Solomon’s 
wisdom excelled the wisdom of 
all the children of the east 
country.” 

These Bible men of the east 
country were native tribes liv- 
ing east of Palestine beyond 
Jordan, in the country stretch- 
ing eastward toward Mesopo- 
tamia, otherwise North Arabia. 
“Job, whose book is considered 
a masterpiece of wisdom as well 
as poetry, was a chief of the 
Bene Qedem” — rendered in our 
English Bible, “children,” “peo- 





ple,” or “men of the east,” 
writes Prof. P. K. Hitti of 
Princeton University in his 
authoritative “History of the 
Arabs,” fourth edition, pp. 42 
and 43 (Macmillan Co., New 
York 10: 1949). “Job was an 


Arab, not a Jew, as the form 
of his name and the scene of 
his book, North Arabia, indi- 
cate.” And the Bible says, not 
that Job was a Hebrew, but 
that Job was “the greatest of 
all the men of the east.” 
Where is this Land of Uz, you 
ask, that we may go there at 
once? An ancient tradition 
places Uz on the wide plateau 
south of Damascus in Syria. 
A great plain east of the Jordan, 


Miss Olcott has traveled extensively 
in Bible lands and has written books 
and articles for The Sunday School 
Times and other journals. In this 
article and a second, to be published 
in the next issue but one, she tells 
of her travels on the great plain 
called the Hauran, and also some- 
thing of the work of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance in_ that 
region. These interesting sketches 
are based on her own observations, 
on records and legends she has gath- 
ered on the spot; and some of the 
historical data comes from two re- 
cent books: “History of the Arabs,” 
fourth edition, by P. K. Hitti (Mac- 
millan, 1949); and “Minorities in the 
Arab World,” by A. H. Hourani (Ox- 
ford University Press, 1947, out of 
print). 








some 2,000 feet above the Mediterranean, 
known as the Hauran, a black land — 
of black basalt—laid down by lava 
floods in ancient times, of fertile vol- 
canic soil. About 1,900 years ago Jo- 
sephus, Jewish historian, wrote, “Of the 
four sons of Aram (grandson of Shem) 
Uz founded Trachonitis and Damascus.” 
Luke dates the baptism of the Lord Jesus 
by the reign of Philip, tetrarch of the 
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region of Trachonitis—in Josephus’ 
Land of Uz. 
Today the Hauran is lively with 


legends and recollections of the patient 
Patriarch. “Job was our countryman,” 
explain the natives. “He was a powerful 
Emir ruling here. Yonder is his tomb. 
Over there is the oak tree he sat 
under. Here are the stone ruins of his 
mansion.” 

Now, dear readers, off we go at once 
to see this Biblical land and meet its 
children. We motor south from Da- 
mascus and exit onto a vast, treeless, 
grain-bearing plateau stretching level on 
all sides of us, the Hauran — traditional 
Land of Uz. 

Invigorating prairie wind stings our 
cheeks; it inflates our lungs. The Syrian 
sky is our ceiling. We motor fast along 
a good highway, following an old Mos- 
lem pilgrim route. “Why,” we exclaim, 
“we have been here before! Some while 
back we explored here the Land of 
King Og.” Yes, this was Bashan, the 
Land of Og, but now we forget King 
Og, and think of this as another Bible 
land of old time, the Land of Uz. 


A Land of Milk and Bread 

See over yonder, that black silhouette 
against the sky, a line of walls and jag- 
ged roofs, a black stone town stretching 
atop yonder black lava ridge 
among the ruins of a dead Ro- 
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JOB'S OAK 


Tradition claims that this is the tree under which the 


patient patriarch sat. 





man city, now modern Ezra’a 
Ezra’a today is lively. Out come 
the children to stare at us 
Brown skins, rosy-tinted cheeks, 
healthy youngsters. This pla- 
teau, famous for its grain crops, 
flows with rich milk. Says Jcb. 
“As for the earth, out of it 
cometh bread.” Exclaim the 
hungry bedouins of the south- 





ern desert: “The Land of 
Bread! The good land of the 
north, where there is milk 


enough !” 

This Hauran today is a Mos- 
lem land, but some Christians 
live in Ezra’a. In front of us 
looms an ancient church, built 
in A.D, 410, and dedicated to 
St. George, favorite Syrian 


saint. The gallant St. George. 
says legend, killed a _ fierce 


dragon and rescued a maiden 
Oddly, Richard of the Licn 
Heart brought back this story 
from the Crusade, and dragon- 
killing George became patron 
saint of England. 

Native Christians are scat- 
tered over the Hauran. Chris- 
tianity has survived here since 
the Apostolic Age — since young 








448 (4) % 


Saul, breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter crossing this Hauran, heard the 
divine call of the Lord Jesus, fell to the 
ground, and arose a Christian, 

How blood-soaked was the Hauran 
soil during 300 years after Paul, while 
pagan Rome was martyring Christians 
here, till Constantine the Great, first 
Christian Emperor of Rome, in the fourth 
century, put a stop to the butchering of 
Christ’s own. Church buildings went up 
everywhere. Christianity ruled here, till 
the Moslem invasion in the seventh cen- 
tury, when the Hauran was Arab-con- 
quered. 

Today we find a Christian minority 
on the Hauran, descended from natives 
who down the centuries clung to the 
faith, a minority belonging to the East- 
ern Church, the Greek Orthodox. It 
holds to the basic Gospel tenets of the 
Nicene Creed, owns no pope, baptizes 
by immersion, administers Holy Com- 
munion in both kinds, the Bread and the 
Wine, and holds the Bible to be the 
Word of God. But down the ages it 
has absorbed pagan practices, a heritage 
from heathendom, camouflaged as Chris- 
tian — adoration of the Virgin, prayers 
to dead saints for intercession, prayers 
for the dead, and veneration of angels, 
icon, or picture worship. 

The Greek Orthodox Church holds a 
tender love for the Saviour. Transla- 
tions of some beautiful hymns, composed 
more than a thousand years ago by sweet 
singers of the Eastern Church, are in 
our English hymnals. Among them are: 
“A great and mighty wonder,” “Come, ye 
faithful, raise the strain,” “The Day of 
Resurrection,” “The day is past and 
over,” and: 

Fierce was the wild billow, 
Dark was the night; 

Oars labored heavily, 
Foam glimmered white; 

Trembled the mariners, 
Peril was nigh: 

Then said the God of God, 
“Peace! It is I.” 

We find 7.412 of these Greek Orthodox 
people on the Hauran, besides those of 
other groups, including Armenian and 
Roman Catholic. Moslems still predomi- 
nate. If we are going to understand the 
American missionary endeavor here, we 
should consider these religious factors 
to be met. Now let us visit the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance’s work here in 
the traditional Job’s country, the Land 
of Uz. 

What a privilege! To stop over a few 
days with the Rev. W. O. Brooks and 
his right hand, Mrs. Brooks, in their 
pretty bungalow in Dera’a, southern 
Hauran — headquarters of the Alliance. 
We visit outstation mission houses. On 
Sunday we attend service in a little 
black stone village, its mission house not 
ready yet; in a one-room black stone 
hceuse the congregation sits native style, 
cross-legged on the bare floor. But it 
is “the choir of little children grouped 
on the floor, singing their heart out in 
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hymns—in Arabic, of course — that 
pulls our own heart strings. 

The little ones after service troop out- 
side into a small building with open 
door. They sit on the floor while Mrs. 
Brooks stands in front and, in her per- 
suasive Arabic, with sweet gravity, 
teaches them. But it is a tiny girl we 
love at once who sits in prayer, head 
bowed and arms crossed on her little 
bosom. 

It grows dark, but Mrs. Brooks must 
make a visit or two. We go along. We 
step into one little black stone house 
faintly lighted by lantern glimmer from 
the floor, while the neat young mother 
sits by her baby’s cradle protected by 
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mosquito netting, to keep off germ- 
carrying flies that infect eyes. Young 
brother stands proudly smiling by the 
cradle, while Mrs. Brooks completes her 
errand. She is planning, too, it seems, a 
Christian treat for the little ones of this 
lonely outstation; there is so little to 
give joy in this out-of-the-way spot, 
where the water for washing, cooking, 
and what-not, lies dark and sullen in an 
unsanitary pool. 

Time flies, as Job says, “swifter than 
a weaver’s shuttle.” At Dera’a we say 
good-by to the Brooks, and move on. 

(Miss Olcctt’s second article will ap- 


pear in the issue of June 2.) 


Greece—a Field White Unto Harvest 


The tragedy of both physical and spiritual need 
that still exists in Paul's ancient mission field 


HE story of the survival of Greece 

should certainly bring courage and 
optimism to the Western world today 
in this critical and perilous hour in 
which we live. A dear friend of mine, 
Dr. Demetrios Mangriotis, one of the 
general directors of the Ministry of 
Finance in Athens, who was saved a 
few years ago, has written a book called, 
“The Sacrifices of Greece.” With his 
permission I have translated some pas- 
sages that give us just an idea of what 
happened in that land during the war. 
Here is how he describes the massacre 
of Kalavryta: 

“This was during the dark days of 
the occupation by the Axis forces. They 
had ordered the inhabitants of Kalavryta 
to congregate in one place. There they 
separated the men from their wives and 
children, leading the men to the place 
called Palaeopigado, and the women and 
children to the schoolhouse. Then they 
started looting and destroying the 
houses. The men, under strong guard, 
had to witness this looting and burning, 
and they thought with horror of their 
families locked in the schoolhouse. This 
went on all morning. Exactly at noon, 
the men saw a great light, which ap- 
parently was the signal for the massacre 
to begin. For three hours some of the 
most cruel deeds in history were per- 
petrated. The machine guns began pick- 
ing off the men one by one, their prog- 
ress followed closely by the officer, who, 
like a madman, a gun in each hand, ap- 
proached the bodies and shot those in 
whom he detected a sign of life. Only 
eleven out of the seven hundred man- 
aged to escape death, and they were the 
ones who were able to describe what 
happened. 

“Meanwhile, other soldiers set the 
school afire. For hours the women and 
children had heard the gunfire directed 
at their loved ones, and now, as they 
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saw the flames, many of them franti- 
cally tried to escape through the win- 
dows. As fast as they appeared, however, 
they were shot. Meanwhile, the loot- 
ing and burning of the town went on, 
until the flames became so fierce that 
the soldiers had to withdraw. One of 
these men was moved to unlock the 
schcolhouse and give these women a 
chance to escape. In a frenzy these poor 
women rushed to the spot where they 
had last seen their husbands, only to 
behold a scene of indescribable horror. 
Husband, father, brother, old folk, all 
lay lifeless before them in a river of 
blood. In anguish of soul, alone and 
unaided, these poor women buried their 
dead, carrying them along a veritable 
path of blood to the place of burial.” 

It is estimated that approximately two 
million Greeks perished as a result of 
the past ten years of war and its after- 
math. Despite the fact that they have 
had to fight four invaders in ten years, 
the Greeks still stand a free people, with 
a determination to remain free under 
any circumstances and at any cost. 

Greece’s population is slightly over 
seven million. Of this number, two mil- 
lion six hundred ninety-six thousand 
are children, approximately four hun- 
dred thousand, or sixteen per cent, of 
whom are orphans. The Government 
maintains twenty-seven public orphan- 
ages, housing about three thousand seven 
hundred of them. But can you conceive 
of any greater tragedy than the thou- 
sands of uncared for orphans in that 
poverty-stricken land? 

On my recent trip to Greece to dis- 
tribute thousands of New Testaments, 
a little girl approached me as I was 
sitting on the veranda of the home of 
one of the Christian believers in south- 
ern Greece. She had a scanty piece of 
cloth around her, was barefocted, and 
carried a sack over her arm. She asked 
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Lesson for June 3 


me for a piece of dry bread and a few 
grapes, if possible, for her sick mother. 
In response to my questioning, she told 
me that just two years ago her father 
was killed by the Communist guerrillas 
who attacked the town: 

“I have ‘a brother and a sister, who 
are both younger than I. When my 
father died, my mother had to go out to 
the fields and work so hard that she 
became tubercular. She is now in bed 
waiting to die. She is unable to do any 
work. We all live in one room.” 

With tears in my eyes, and a heart full 
of compassion, I asked, “And how old 
are you, my little one?” 

“IT am eight years old.” 

And she is the sole support of her 
family ! 

A Still Greater Tragedy 

There is a still greater tragedy in 
Greece. It concerns the orphans of 
evangelical parentage. They are defi- 
nitely discriminated against by the pub- 
lic institutions, which are run by the 
Greek Orthodox people. But even if 
they were not, we would not like them 
to enter orphanages where they would 
be persuaded to change the faith for 
which their fathers stood so courage- 
ously. They can only look for help to 
us of like precious faith here in the 
States. 

Our Committee has just sent $5,000 to 
help in the erection of a building that 
will serve as an orphanage for the des- 
titute of the evangelical churches. It 
will be in the heart of modern Mace- 
donia, where the need is so great. The 
large evangelical church of Katerini is 
sponsoring it, and we are the official 
representatives in the United States. Six 
thousand dollars is needed for its com- 
pletion. After it is finished, individual 
orphans will be supported by Christians 
in this country at a cost of $15 a month. 
Therefore, the more people whom we 
can find to support the children, the 
more we will be able to care for in this 
orphanage. This building will also serve 
as a day school. 

In that one church alone, of which 
my brother, the Rev. Argos Zodhiates, 
is pastor, we have over five hundred 
school-age children who have to attend 
the public schools, where they are taught 
by Greek Orthodox instructors. They 
are forced to kiss the hands of priests, 
pray to the Virgin Mary, cross them- 
selves, and listen to attacks on the evan- 
gelical faith. What we seek to build up 
in the evangelical churches, the schools 
seek to destroy. It is essential, there- 
fore, that these little ones be snatched 
out of the hands of forced idolatry and 
receive Christian training. 

This building will have two stories 
containing eighteen large rooms. The 
first floor will be the day school, and 
the second floor the orphanage living 
quarters. We appeal to the Christians 
of America to help finish this building 
as soon as possible and then, as the 
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Lord guides, to undertake the support 
of these little ones. 

I wish every reader of this article 
could see for himself the various tuber- 
culosis sanatoriums of Greece. But per- 
haps you can gain a little insight from 
one or two representative letters of the 
many that reach my desk day after day, 
week after week: 

“My husband died of tuberculosis and 
left me with four children, all of whom 
died of tuberculosis in the same hospital 
at Soteria. I am now alone in the world 
and without hope. I have no means of 
support whatever. The death of my 
husband and children has resulted in 
my also contracting the disease. Now I 
am in the same hospital, and it is from 
there that I write this letter. I have 
been suffering on this bed for four years 
now. The doctors have recommended 
with streptomycin and PAS 
tablets as my only hope of cure.” 

A ten-year-old girl, Andriani 
neou, writes: 

“T am a little tubercular girl, ten years 
old. I have been in this hospital of 
Soteria for four years now, this being 
the second time I have been admitted. 
I hope this letter will arouse someone's 
compassion. I have no father. My 
mother cries night and day for me, her 
only child. The doctors hold out great 
hope for me if I receive streptomycin 
and PAS tablets. Mother w: very 
hard all day long, just to get me a little 
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fruit. We don’t have enough clothes to 
wear. The ones I have on were given 
to my mother. She herself is poorly 
clad. If scme good women, who them- 


selves have children, would like to help 
me and become a mother to me, I should 
be very, very happy.” 
The Prevalence of Tuberculosis 

Scores of similar letters reach us each 
month. It is estimated that between 
sixty and sixty-five per cent of all Greek 
children either have tuberculosis or are 
on the About thirty per 
cent of our young people are stricken 
with this dreadful disease. The Ameri- 
can Committee for the Evangelization 
of the Greeks has stepped in to do some- 
thing about it. We have been sending 
vials of streptomycin, PAS tablets, and 
these afflicted people. 
other 


verge of it. 


food packages to 
Fifty dollars will put a child or 
tubercular patient on the road to health. 

In Greece the people do not need to 
be told that the things of this world do 
not last forever. They know how tem- 
porary they are. A wrote me 
the other day that her husband had been 
a member of Parliament, her son the 
commander of a unit of the Greek Army, 
and she herself had owned approximately 
one-third of the buildings of her vil- 
lage; but, teday, she is in such desperate 
condition that she had to appeal for a 
food packege. In her sorry plight she 
had come to realize that the things of 
this world pass away, “but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever.” Be- 


woman 
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fore she made her request for food, she 
asked if we would send her a New Tes- 
tament. We were more than glad to 
respond. 

It was my privilege recently to go to 
Greece with fifty-three thousand mcdern 
Greek New Testaments, which I myself 
edited. These Testaments were supplied 
by the Million Testaments Campaigns, 
Inc., of Philadelphia. I had the joy of 
distributing forty-five thousand with my 


own hands. The results have been amaz- 


ing. Hundreds of prisoners have been 
saved, trusting in the precious blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a result 


there are forty Bible classes in the vari- 
ous prisons of Greece that meet daily 
for the study of God’s Word. Here is 
the translation of an official document 
from the Chief Chaplain of the Prisons: 


The Need for Bibles and Testaments 


“In continuation of my Document No. 
941 of July 31st, 1950, we are informing 
you with gladness that we have received 
the two thousand eight hundred eighty 
New Testaments which you sent us. 

“These Testaments we have distributed 
among the prisoners in the various jails 
of Macedonia, Thrace, Thessaly, Epirus, 
Islands of the A®gean Sea, and other 
places where there are Bible classes es- 
tablished. May we stress that the Tes- 
taments received up to now are not suffi- 
cient for all those who attend these Bible 
classes. Over one thousand priscners 
who attend the Bible classes do not have 
an individual copy of the Word of God 

“In view of the fact that the New Tes- 
tament is the only book of the prisoner, 
and as a result of the work of the Bible 
classes in the various prisons, we are 
absolutely certain that the New Testa- 
ments given out to these men are care- 
fully and daily read. I have recently made 
a tour of all the prisons and have con- 
firmed the fact that the New Testament 
is changing these prisoners. We have 
ample evidence of the fruits of regenera- 
tion and Christian life among these pris- 
oners. 

“We wish to thank you greatly for the 
New Testaments which you have already 
given to us and we hope that you will 
continue to help us in this most blessed 
work. We greet you in the love of 
Christ, with the hope that you will en- 
deavor more and more to propagate 
God’s Word in Greece.” 

I had the privilege of meeting and 
talking with this dear man of God. He 
is certainly doing a great work among 
the prisoners, and we want to provide 
them with as many Bibles as possible. 

All of Greece today is personified by 
the man of Macedonia whom Paul saw 
in a vision, stretching out his hands and 
pleading, “Come over, , , and help us.” 
The American Committee for the Evan- 
gelization of the Greeks, whose head- 
quarters is at 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 10, through its praying and giving 
friends, is responding valiantly and in 
ever-increasing measure through the 
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support of native missionaries, the send- 
ing of Scriptures, food, clothing, medi- 
cine, and the construction of an orphan- 
age. Our evangelistic magazine, The 
Voice of the Gospel, and our radio mes- 
sages reach the Greeks in every part of 
the world. Still there are Greeks who 
have never held a New Testament in 
their hands, never heard of salvation 
through the merits of Christ alone. 
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Will you not hold up our hands in 
prayer that Paul’s ancient mission land 
may be evangelized now, while the open 
door lies before us? Who knows when 
the “iron curtain” will descend? A feel- 
ing of urgency constrains us to go “all 
out,” while we are still permitted free 
access to the land God has laid upon 
our hearts. 


NEw YORK. 


Making Evangelism a Major Emphasis 


Combining object lessons, fannelgraph, memory work, and Christ-centered 
teaching to reach every department of the Sunday school 


't4 OBBY, we’ll let you hold this heart 

today, and Jimmy this one.” The 
leader hands to the two boys large, black 
hearts, lettered in white, one of which 
says, “Deceitful,” and the other, “Des- 
perately Wicked.” 

“Now, who would like to hold the 
question mark?” continues the speaker. 
“All right, Carolyn, you may hold it. 
Boys and girls, I will say the verse, and 
you listen carefully, then repeat it after 
me. ‘Jeremiah 17:9— The heart [hold- 
ing up a red heart] is deceitful [indicat- 
ing the black heart held aloft on her 
right] above all things [holding both 
hands high, palms horizontal, as though 
measuring], and desperately wicked 
[pointing to the black heart on her 
left] : who can know it? [Question mark 
is displayed]. 

The leader in this particular project 
is a teacher who has worked out a 
method of presenting a series of salva- 
tion verses to be memorized by the Sun- 
day school, and who is meeting with 
remarkable success in teaching memory 
work in this attractive and “painless” 
manner. 

The verses to be learned come under 
seven different heads or sections, with 
+hree verses in each section. The head- 
ings and references are as follows: 


The Plan of Salvation The Penalty Was Paid 


Rom. 3:23 By Christ 
Rom. 3:10 Rom. 5:8 
J 17:9 Isa. 53:6 
_ = 1 Pet. 2:24 
The Penalty of Sin Salvation Is 
Rom. 6:23 a Free Gift 
Ezek. 18.20a Eph. 2:8, 9 
Rev. 20:18 Titus 3:5 
John 3:16 
The Fenslty Bust You Must Receive 
Be Paid Christ 
Heb. 9:22 John 1:12 
Heb. 9:27 Rev. 3:20 
Heb. 2:2, 3a Rom. 10:9, 10 
Saved for Eternity 
John 3:36 
John 5:24 
1 John 5:13 


By the time a child or adult has com- 
mitted to memory the salvation verses 
given above, he will be well able to 
“give a reason for the hope that is in” 


By RACHEL STEVENS 


him, and to make that hope clear to 
others. 
line form. 

The reward for completing the verse 
project is a gold pin, with the motto 
“Jesus Saves” in running script or a 
small gold cross lapel pin, 

We have found that children actually 
enjoy memorizing if the work is pre- 
sented in a unique and simple fashion 
as in the verse illustrated, or if it is 
made a game where the zest of compe- 
tition enters. In one such game the 
leader holds high an alphabet card, with 
the challenge, “Who can give me a verse 
which begins with ‘A’?” The first to 
respond receives a colored square of 
paper to be held until the end. of the 
contest, when the winner is announced 
as the individual holding the largest 
number of colored slips. Competition is 
keen and enthusiasm runs high. The 
continued repetition of the verses 
teaches them to the slow-learners, and 
the primary purpose is accomplished. 

In all departments of the Sunday 
school we are careful to use integrated 
lesson material, Christ-centered, and 
evangelical in content and emphasis. Of 
course it is a requirement that each 
teacher have a personal experience of 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. Wherever it 
is possible in teaching the lesson (and 
it is remarkable how often these oppor- 
tunities occur if one is on the lookout 
for them), the plan of salvation is woven 
into or brought out of the study mate- 
rial. Frequently this theme is developed 
through an object lesson presented in 
the opening exercises, when hymns and 
choruses with a redemption message are 
used to supplement the talk. 

Those classes above the Junior De- 
partment who attend the morning serv- 
ices are sure to hear some part of God’s 
great plan incorporated in the message, 
with an opportunity to make a decision 
at the close. 

As for the Beginners, Primary, and 
Junior departments, they hold church 
services in their own rooms. Several 
times a year there are missionary 
speakers telling how the Good News is 


He will have the Gospel in out-, 
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carried to the lost in other lands; there 
are object lessons and chalk talks that 
point the theme; then there is a Child 
Evangelism teacher, who uses the flanne] 
board two or three times a month for 
her Bible stories. By the use of three 
beards — one for the theme verse, an. 
other for the scene setting and figures, 
and a third for the application, in which 
the cross is usually prominent — the 
only way to God is made plain through 
many of the familiar Bible stories. Adam 
and Eve, and God’s promise to them; 
Cain and Abel, and their respective of- 
ferings; the Passover; the Good Shep- 
herd, are but a few with outstanding 
salvation emphasis. 

At the close of the message, any child 
who wishes to accept Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour and to invite Christ into 
his heart is asked to indicate it by rais- 
ing his hand. Not infrequently several 
respond to this invitation. These go 
with the speaker into another room, 
where further explanation is given by 
means of the “Wordless Book,” ! an ex- 
planation into which this outline is 
woven: 

Black page—sin (Rom. 3:23). 

Red page—the blood of Jesus Christ (1 John 

1:7b). 

White page—cleansed heart (Psa. 51:7, 10); 
how to receive Christ (Rev. 3:20; John 1: 
12). 

Green page—for growth (2 Pet. 3:18). 

Gold page—Heaven (Rev. 21:21; 21:27). 

Those of us who have seen the changed 
lives of these little folks are sure that 
Jesus entered through the heart-door, 
even as they ask. One boy, who left 
the church when his family moved to 
another community, asked to join the 
church in the new place. The minister 
questioned him carefully, thinking a 
seven-year-old lad too young to under- 
stand the significance of true church 
membership. The clarity and compre- 
hension of the answers he received 
caused him to wonder and to express 
the wish that many adults had as excel- 
lent understanding. 

The Spirit works unhindered in most 
childish hearts. It is the part of the 
church and the teacher not to under- 
estimate God’s ability to speak to the 
heart, but only to make the way to God 
clear and plain. 

PacIFIc PALISADES, CALIF, 





1The “Wordless Book,” together with 4 
page of instructions for its use, may be ob- 
tained from International Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, Inc., P. O. Box 616, Pacific Pa’i- 
sades, Calif. The cost in the 2%x3% inch 
size is 8c each; in the 3x5 inch size, 12c each. 


A missionary is one who is _ sent, 
whether he be sent across the ocean, or 
only across the street. Missionary is not 
a matter of mileage but of obedience. 
Some people are concerned for souls ten 
thousand miles away tho exhibit little 
concern for the perishing in their own 
town or street—W. G. S., in Choice 
Gleanings Calendar, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. JUNE 3. THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM 


Ezra 1; 5 and 6; Nehemiah 2 to 6; 8 and 9; printed text, Ezra 1:2, 3; 6:14-16; Nehemiah 4:6; 8:1-3 


Golden Text.—They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up a aaa as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.—Isa. 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Ezra 1:2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lorp God of 
heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he 
hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah. 

3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 
build the house of the Lorp God of Israel, (he is the God,) which 
is in Jerusalem. 


Chap. 6:14 And the elders of the Jews builded, and they pros- 
pered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zech- 
ariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, accord- 
ing to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to 
the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king 
of Persia. 

15 And this house was finished on the third day of the month 


the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication oi 
this house of God with joy. 

Neh. 4:6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joinec 
together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work 


Chap. 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as 
one man into the street that was before the water. gate; and they 
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which the Lorp had commanded to Israel. 

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation 
both of men and women, and all that could hear with understand- 
ing, upon the first day of the seventh month. 

3 And he read therein before the street that was before the 
water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and 
the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of 
all the people were attentive unto the book of the law 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 





Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
16 And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and International Council of Religious Education. 
“ % b 4 “ 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

HE deportation to Babylon was in 
Tiree stages, in 606 (or 605), 598, 

and 586 B.C. Among the first cap- 
tives were Daniel and his three com- 
panions. In the second group were King 
Jehoiachin and the Prophet Ezekiel. The 
third phase was more serious, and ended 
the kingdom. At that time Zedekiah, the 
king, was deprived of his eyes and taken 
prisoner to Babylon. Twenty years 
elapsed between the beginning of the 
deportation and the completion of it. 
Yet we must not think that the whole 
nation was carried away, any more than 
that the whole population of the north- 
ern kingdom was transported to Assyria, 

The return to Judah was also in three 
stages, beginning in 536, when, in re- 
sponse to the decree of Cyrus two years 
earlier, Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel led 
a company of nearly fifty thousand over 
the long trek (Ezra 2:64, 65). Ezra con- 
ducted a party in 458 B.C., while an- 
other group came with Nehemiah in 445 
(or 444) B.C. So while the three de- 
portations covered a period of twenty 
years, the return was spread out over 
a century, during which there was doubt- 
less much coming and going. It would 
seem clear that the seventy years de- 
clared by Jeremiah (see last week’s les- 
son) as the span of the Captivity are 
to be reckoned from the first of the de- 
portations to the first of the returnings, 
when they all could have returned had 
they so desired (Ezra 1:3). They were 
no longer captives once the decree of 
Cyrus was given. 
It will be instructive to notice the 

emphasis at each stage of the return. 


The chief purpose of Zerubbabel was to 
build the house of the Lord (Ezra 1:2); 
Ezra’s mission was to instruct and cor- 
rect, as the whole history shows (Ezra 
7ff.); Nehemiah’s first concern was the 
city itself (Neh. 2:5). But these are 
nct mutually exclusive, as careful read- 
ing will show. Nevertheless the order is 
both interesting and challenging. The 
altar of God has prior claim to our at- 
tention, and it is more important to be 
right with God than to be well housed. 
See Matthew 6:33. 

Notice that all these leaders went up 
to Jerusslem uncer royal patronage 
(Ezra 1:2-4, 7, 8; 7:11-26; Neh. 2:6-8). 
The hearts of rulers are not beyond the 
touch of God, and He bends them to His 
purposes. 


Verse by Verse 

Ezra 1:1.—“That the word of the Lord 

. might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus.” God watches 
over His Word, to perform it. The agent 
named aforetime by Isaiah (44:28; 45: 
1-4) was on hand right at the time fore- 
told by Jeremiah (25:12; 29:10), and God 
went to work on the agent. When God 
commits Himself, you can depend on an 
accomplishment, no matter how impos- 
sible it seems. The Babylonian power 
had to crumble before the Persian to 
fulfill God’s purposes, but that was a 
small thing. See Isaiah 40:15. 

Verse 2.—“The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me .. . and he hath charged 
me.” There seems to be evidence that 
Cyrus was a monotheist, so he recognized 
his elevation to imperial power as an 
act of God. He also admitted that the 
God who bestows has a right to com- 
mand. Do we admit that? Cyrus built 
temples for other nations, as a matter 
of national policy, but he seems to have 


put more conviction into this project, as 
a matter of obedience. 

Verse 3.—“Who is there among you of 
all his people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up.” This was at once a proc- 
lamation of emancipation for all Jews, 
and a benediction on all who would re- 
spond to the call. That only fifty thou- 
sand responded to the magnanimous 
offer is a commentary on the comfortable 
lot of the Jews throughout the provinces 
and on the distance they had traveled 
from Psalm 137. They were all glad 
enough to get out of Egypt! So com- 
fortable sinners are harder to win than 
those who know the lash of sin. 

Ezra 1:4 to 6: 13.—This intervening pas- 
sage tells of the beginning of the work 
on the new Temple, the opposition which 
led to a halt, during the reign of Ahasu- 
erus (Cambyses), and the resumption of 
the building in the second year of 
Darius, under the inspiration of the 
preaching of Haggai and Zechariah 
whcse prophecies should be read at this 
point. 

Ezra 6:14. — “And they prospered 
through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah.” The ancient 
motto of my old home city is: “Let 
Glasgow flourish by the preaching of the 
Word.” There is nothing so conducive 
to prosperity as obeving the Word oi 
the Lord (Josh, 1:8; Psa. 1:2, 3). “.. 
according to... and according to.” The 
work was first of all a work of God, but 
God had moved the hearts of kings to 
set it forward. Sometimes God prefers 
to do His work in face of the opposition 
of kings. 

Verse 15.—“The third day of the month 
Adar, which was in the sixth year of 
the reign of Darius.” It is good to record 
special blessings by their date, by way 
of remembrance for thanksgiving. The 








452 (8) * 


year was 516 B.C., twenty years after 
the work was started. 

Verse 16.—“And the children of Israel 

. . kept the dedication of this house 
of God with joy.” It is an occasion of 
joy when a testimony for God is estab- 
lished. Our church buildings do not 
have the same significance as the old 
Temple, but we hold them dear because 
we associate with them the worship of 
God, the gathering of His people, and the 
testimony of the Gospel. 

Neh. 4:6.—“So built we the wall... 
for the people had a mind to work.” 
Over seventy years have passed since 
the finishing of the Temple. Reconstruc- 
tion has traveled a rough road, with 
much discouragement, but the coming of 
Nehemiah has infused new life into the 
populace, and willing workers are mak- 
ing short work of what had seemed a 
hepeless situation. It is wonderful what 
“a mind to work” will accomplish. 

Chap. 8:1.—“And they spake unto Ezra 
the scribe to bring the book of the law.” 
People need more than a place of wor- 
ship and strong walls—they need the 
Werd of God. Without that, reconstruc- 
tion turns to disintegration, 

Verse 2.—“Ezra the priest brought the 
law before the congregation.” Ezra was 
a true teaching priest, and knew that 
the mere performance of ritual would 
not build up a people in faith and obe- 
dience and godly character. 7 

Verse 3.—“And the ears of all the peo- 
ple were attentive.” It was a long serv- 
ice, but hungry hearts made attentive 
ears. Too often our congregations have 
itching ears for entertainment rather 
than attentive ears for the Word. Read 
through the chapter, and see how the 
congregation went away, not to criti- 
cize the sermon, but to obey the Word. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

This lesson opens with a reminder that 
God does not forget. He does not forget 
His people, and He does not forget His 
word. Here we see God’s chosen man 
(Cyrus), in God’s chosen place (at the 
head of world empire), at God’s chosen 
time (seventy years after the deporta- 
tion), stirred to do God’s chosen work. 
When God makes a promise, or reveals 
a purpose, no factors escape His notice. 
There is an infallible converging of 
movements upon the predetermined mo- 
ment. 

All this does not mean that God’s work 
is accomplished without human effort. 
The resources are His, the power is His, 
but He calls His people into co-operation 
with Himself, that we might be “labour- 
ers together with God” (1 Cor. 3:9). 
Besides the provision out of the royal 
treasury, God called on His own people 
to give for the work (Ezra 2:68, 69), 
while the obligation of toil was laid 
upon them all (Neh, 4:6). Slackers 
were marked out for perpetual reproach 
(chap. 3:5). 

The “becking” of an omnipotent God 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. May 27.—The Babylonian Captiv- 
ity. 2 Chronicles 36:11-21; Psalm 
137; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Ezekiel 1: 
1-3; 11:14-21; Daniel 1 


Next Week’s Lgsson 


11. June 10.—Jesus and His Ministry. 
Luke 4; 15; 19:1-10; Mark 10:45; 
John 3:16; 12:44-50 








does not mean that the work will be 
without resistance or opposition. The 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah make won- 
derful reading for those who find the 
work of the Lord hard slugging. God’s 
workmen sometimes become discouraged 
and quit (Ezra 4:23, 24), and grow 
worldly (Hag. 1:2-4), until they are 
revived under the strong preaching of 
God’s prophets (Ezra 5:1, 2), and get 
their eyes off the difficulties and onto the 
Lord. It is amazing how difficulties melt 
when we go forward in the faith of God, 
Even imperial prohibitions are turned 
into royal sponsorship. 

It was God’s work to build the Temple, 
and the completion of it was with great 
joy (Ezra 6:15, 16). It was the work of 
God to build up the walls of Jerusalem, 
and the completion of that was a great 
triumph and cause for rejoicing (Neh. 
6:15). But the real work of God is not 
walls and courts, but men, and His in- 
strument in making men is His Word. 
How appropriate, then, that we should 
have the eighth chapter of Nehemiah in 
our lesson, with its wonderful picture of 
a restored people being instructed in the 
Law of the Lord. Verse 8 of that chap- 
ter (Neh. 8) should be a pattern for 
every preacher. Ezra did not harangue 
the people; he brought forth the Law 
of the Lord to them. Cultured essays 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW would you compare the sojourn 
in Egypt with that in Babylon? 

2. What great monarchs assisted in the 
rehabilitation of Jerusalem? 

3. Who were the outstanding leaders 
among the Jews during the restoration 
period? 

4. What prophets supported the re- 
building of the Temple? 

5. Why did the work of rebuilding the 
Temple come to a standstill for about 
fifteen years? 

6. How many temples have been on the 
same site? 

7. What was the three-point program 
of the reconstruction? 

8. What made Cyrus so magnanimous 
toward the Jews? 

9. What is God’s chief instrument in 
revival? 

10. What feast did the Jews keep im- 
mediately after their spiritual revival? 

(Answers on page 459) 
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may entertain the intellect, but the Word 
of God, reverently and earnestly ex- 
pounded, will mold souls. The people 
asked for the Word (v. 1), and when 
they received it they obeyed it (vs, 
14-18). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Restoration of the nation (Ezra 1:1-4). 

2. Rebuilding of the Temple, (chap. 3: 
1 to 6:15). 

3. Reconstruction of the city (Neh. 3:1 
to 6:15). 

4. Revival of the people (chap. 8: 1-12) 


Topics for Development 

The Goodness and Severity of God. 
We saw the severity of God in last 
week’s lesson, in not giving immunity 
from punishment even to the favored 
tribe of Judah and house of David. Mak- 
ing the Captivity last seventy years, over 
two generations, was also a matter of 
severity. But how much goodness was 
displayed! In limiting the duration of 
it at all was a mercy. Then we find that 
the exiles were not bound to slavery 
as in Egypt, but had a remarkable de- 
gree of liberty, till they were engaged 
in free occupations throughout the em- 
pire. Then we see how mercifully God 
calculated the seventy years: not from 
the destruction of Jerusalem in 586, when 
the exile began in earnest, but from 606, 
twenty years earlier, when there was 
only a “token” deportation of the 
princely class. Nor did He withhold the 
decree of emancipation till the strike 
of the hour, but had it issued about two 
years before the expiry of the allotted 
time. This gave opportunity for the or- 
ganization of the great trek. I am sure 


it took a year or two to enlist fifty thou-' 


sand people, see to their supplies, and 
make all necessary arrangements, and 
God graciously included that in the sev- 
enty years. He is no Shylock, after the 
last ounce of His pound of flesh. 

First Things First. Rehabilitation in 
Jerusalem did not begin with the walls, 
the fortifications, or the civic buildings, 
but with the Temple. Establishing the 
priority of God is the surest way to pros- 
perity, whatever the opposition. And it 
is noticeable that in the rebuilding of 
the Temple, the altar was erected first. 
All true worship begins at the Cross, 
and all true life begins there, too. Put 
first things first, and see how orderly 
life will become. 


Personal Applications 

Some are so comfortable in this world 
(Babylon) that the call of the world to 
come (Jerusalem) has no appeal for 
them. 

On which do you bestow the greater 
care —the house of God or your own 
house? (Hag. 1:2, 4.) 

Don’t let the first blast of opposition 
discourage you; you will have more of it 
before you are through. 

The hand of the Adversary can do lit- 
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Lesson for June 3 


tle so long as the “good hand of ... 


God” is upon you (Neh, 2:8, 18). 

The work is wrought by God (Neh. 
6:16), but He uses men’s hands (chap. 
4:6). 

If you receive God’s bounty, do you 
recognize His right to command? (Ezra, 
1:2.) 

A congregation has a right to demand 
that their minister bring them the Word 
of God (Neh, 8:1). 

The Word of God is not for cultural 
instruction, but for direction of life. 


Golden Text 
Isaiah 40:31.—“Wait ... mount... run 
. walk.” If we are to rise to some 
sudden crisis, or endure in the sustained 
effort, or keep the steady pace, we need 
a strength not our own. Waiting on God 
as the habit of life will assure the needed 
strength for all three types of exercise. 
WHEATON, ILL, 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 
“Revive Thy Work, O Lord” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, we thank Thee that Thy love 
reaches out to sinners like us, ever striv- 
ing to turn us from our sin to Thyself. 
Even our pains and sorrows are Thy 
messengers to call us to Thyself and to 
a peace and joy the world can never 
give. Help us to yield ourselves to Thy 
call, forsake every evil way, and gladly 
trust and serve our Saviour. Remem- 
ber our sinning and suffering world in 
mercy. Send out Thy light and truth 
to all men, and incline their hearts to 
hear and heed Thy Word. Meet with 
us and bless our study here today. Be 
gracious to any absent through illness, 
and bring them back to us soon. Bless 
and use all who work for Christ and 
for souls. Revive Thy work in our own 
hearts, and cleanse and strengthen Thy 
Church everywhere. Watch over Thy 
persecuted people that they be not 
tempted beyond what man can bear. 
Bring them brighter days, and may the 
Saviour’s reign in all the earth soon end 
the night of sin, for His sake and glory. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The people in to- 
day’s lesson were certainly on the right 
track when they asked Ezra, the Bible 
teacher, to read and explain to them the 
Word of God. For failure to attend to 
God’s Word, the Jews had fallen before 
their enemies, and had been expelled 
from their land for seventy years. Now, 
at last, a colony of Jews had been 
allowed to return to rebuild God's house, 
carry on His worship, and restore their 
homeland. Despite difficulty, discour- 
agement, and delay, they had built the 
Temple and fortified Jerusalem. But 
something more was needed in this work 
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of restoring what sin had destroyed. 
Not only must God’s Temple and city 
be built, but the life of the people must 
be built to God’s pattern. For that they 
must know God’s Word, and so they 
urged Ezra to read from the Book of 
the Law. 

Our world has passed through dread- 
ful wars and depressions in this century, 
and the nations have an immense work 
of restoration on their hands. But it is 
not enough to rebuild shattered cities 
and restore the wastage of years of war. 
Yet more important is it to restore the 





BETTER DAYS TARRY 
TILL 


weep THE Woes’ OF cop 


Bible as the guide of people’s lives, Mr. 
Gladstone, a great British statesman of 
the last century, once said, “There is 
only one great issue, and that is to get 
the truths of the Bible into the hearts of 
the people.” That is a greater issue in 
our day than in Gladstone’s time, for 
there has been much neglect of God’s 
Word since then. But we can all help 
to restore the Bible to its proper place 
in our nation’s life. Let nothing trivial 














had a mind 
to work” 


(NEH.4:6,) 
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keep you from Sunday school and church 
to hear God’s Word. Read and obey it 
in your own life, and do all you can to 
get others to do the same, and you will 
play your part in restoring God’s Word 
in the life of our land. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 


¥ 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia .. .” 
(Ezra 1:2).—It was predicted that Cyrus, 
the righteous man from the East (Isa. 
41:2), would say to Jerusalem, “Thou 
shalt be built,” and to the Temple, “Thy 
foundation shall be laid” (Isa. 44:28). 

And Daniel, a student of the proph- 
ecies of Jeremiah, was praying at this 
very time for the fulfillment of thé 
promise. (See Jer. 29:10; Dan, 9:1-9.) 

When God's prophetic clock struck the 
hour for the return of a remnant of 
captives to Jerusalem, everything syn- 
chronized to that end. Jeremiah’s proph- 
ecy was studied, Daniel prayed, and the 
king of Persia was stirred to make his 
proclamation. 

Regardless of how impossible of ful- 
fillment a divine prophecy may seem, 


(SOHN (5.5) 
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when God’s moment arrives, all events 
shall be overruled to its fulfillment. 

One day Voltaire, the skeptic, said to 
a friend, “It took twelve men to orig- 
inate and establish Christianity; I will 
show the world how one Frenchman can 
destroy it.” 

Setting to his task, he openly ridiculed 
Sir Isaac Newton, who predicted from 
Daniel 12:4 and Nahum 2:4 that man 
would some day be able to travel at 
the tremendous speed of forty miles an 
hour. 

Voltaire replied: “See what a fool 
Christianity makes of an otherwise bril- 
liant man, such as Sir Isaac Newton! 
Doesn’t he know that if man traveled 
forty miles an hour, he would suffocate 
and his heart would stop?” 

Time and experience demonstrate the 
truth of the proverb, “There is no wis- 
dom nor understanding nor _ counsel 
against the Lord.” 

All God’s predictions for the future 
will meet with as certain fulfillment as 
have all those regarding the past. 


“Let him go up to Jerusalem .. , and 
build . . .” (Ezra 1:3).—King Cyrus is 
here granting permission to whosoever 
will to return to Jerusalem. He is not 
issuing a command. Only volunteers, so 
to speak, were to go and build the house 
of the Lord. Volunteers who would 
brave the dangers of the way and return 
to a city of desolation, with its broken 
walls and ruined Temple, were needed 
for the work of reconstruction. The 
Lord be praised for the scores of thou- 
sands who responded! 

While perusing the book entitled, “The 
Amazing Story of De Shazer,” I read: 
“After the bombing of Pear] Harbor, 
De Shazer was sent to the air base at 
Columbia, South Carolina. Here he was 
given further training as a bombardier. 
While on duty one day in this capacity, 
word came for him to report to his 
Captain. . . . To his surprise he found 
fifteen or twenty other fellows in the 
Captain's office when he arrived. With- 
out any preliminary statement the Cap- 
tain asked. them if they would like to 
volunteer for a dangerous mission. The 
whole thing was so sudden they hardly 
knew how to react. They began to ques- 
tion regarding the nature of the mission, 
its destination and purpose. The Captain 
then explained something of its danger 
and hazard, but said it was so secret he 
could not teil them the details. 

“The more he talked, however, the 
more the proposition sounded to the 
fellows like a great adventure. Every- 
one who had reported to the Captain’s 
office volunteered immediately. Others 
volunteered later.” 

It developed they had volunteered for 
the Doolittle raid over Tokyo! De 
Shazer was a prisoner in Japan for forty 
months, during which time he was saved, 
and then announced to the world that 
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he was going to return to Japan as a 
missionary, and he did! 

The Lord wants volunteers for His 
honorable and glorious service today; 
and although myriads have responded, 
other myriads are needed. 


“And he read therein before the . 
water gate .. .” (Neh. 8:3).—The water 
gate was in the southeastern portion of 
the city wall, and was so called because 
water was carried through it from the 
spring called Gihon or Virgin’s Foun- 
tain. What an appropriate place for the 
people to assemble to hear the Holy 
Scriptures! For water is one of the sym- 
bols of the Word of God. 

The Lord had said, “Gather the people 
together, and I will give them water” 
(Num, 21:16). He would give literal 
water when needed — but also spiritual. 

For the results of the reading, the re- 
mainder of our chapter must be read. 
Although the Word reproved them to 
the point where they shed tears over 
their failures—on the other hand “all 
the people went their way to eat, and 
to drink, and to send portions, and to 
make great mirth, because they had un- 
derstood the words that were declared 
unto them.” 

Two honored servants of the Lord de- 
cided to spend a vacation together in 
the country. They roamed the fields and 
climbed hills in high spirits like boys, 
chatting and laughing and free from 
care. Presently, one said to the other, 
“Let’s kneel down and thank God for 
laughter.” And there, on the green car- 
pet of grass, under the trees, the two 
knelt and thanked the Lord for the 
bright and joyous gift of laughter. 

The real “pause that refreshes” is the 
time taken out to hear the voice of the 
Lord through His precious Book — the 
Holy Bible. That is the reason Bible 
conferences are such profitable times. 

Wawona, CALIF, 


oe 
<= 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we must understand how 

those punished Jews loved their 
Jerusalem in order to appreciate the ear- 
nest way in which they went about re- 
building the city wall. Many years be- 
fore, their beloved city had been be- 
sieged and destroyed. A large part of 
the inhabitants had been carried away 
captive to Babylon. Jeremiah the 
prophet told them God was thus pun- 
ishing them for their sins, but that after 
a number of years they would be per- 
mitted to return. 

How God brought about their return 
is one of those marvelous instances of 
the surprising things that only the Lord 
can do. He “stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia” to suggest to the 
Jews that they go back and rebuild their 
Temple which was in ruins. Who ever 
heard of such a thing! And the num- 
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ber that accepted the privilege was 
42,360, besides 7,337 of “their servants 
and their maids.” 

Not only that, but the king of Baby- 
lon allowed them to take back with 
them the gold and silver furnishings 
that had been brought away from the 
Temple, including 5,400 vessels of gold 
and silver! Who but God, Himself, 
could move upon the spirit of a heathen 
king to do a thing like that? You will 
find all this in the first and second chap- 
ters of Ezra. 

Still later, Nehemiah, a Jewish captive, 
cupbearer to the Babylonian king, was, 
at his request, commissioned by the king 
to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls 
of the city. Moreover, the king gave 
Nehemiah letters “to the governors be- 
yond the river,” securing his safe con- 
duct, and arranging for building mate- 
rials. 

The rebuilding of the walls of Jeru- 
salem by Nehemiah was a masterpiece 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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of ingenuity, faith, courage, and diplo- 
macy. Nehemiah’s leadership in organ- 
izing unskilled, untrained workers and 
putting that big job through to a finish 
ranks as one of the great industrial feats 
of history, especially when you note the 
unusual difficulties, the problems, the 
vicious hostility he faced on every side. 

There were powerful enemies near by, 
who for political reasons did not want 
Jerusalem to be rebuilt, and they used 
every possible means to prevent it. 
Ridicule was a subtle weapon. There 
were Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the 
Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, 
who tried to discourage the workers. 
They said, What can these feeble Jews 
do? Tobiah the Ammonite called out, 
“Even .. . if a fox go up, he shall even 
break down their stone wall.” First they 
tried derision and then threats of vio- 
lence. But Nehemiah prayed, and he 
hung a sword on the side of each worker 
and (Josephus says) a trumpeter was 
placed at every five hundred feet to 
sound alarm in case of an attack. 

This is only a small part of what Ne- 
hemiah had to contend with. Read it 
for yourselves, fellows, chapters 3 to 6 
of the Book of Nehemiah, 

“So built we the wall,” says Nehemiah 
(chap. 4:6) “for the people had a mind 
to work.” And “so neither I, nor my 
brethren, nor my servants, nor the men 
of the guard which followed me, none of 
us put off our clothes, saving that every 
one put them off for washing” (v. 23). 
In fifty-two days the job was finished. 
“And it came to pass, that when all our 
enemies heard thereof . . . they were 
much cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God” (chap. 6:16), 

Fellows, I know something about it, 
for we have been trying for some time 
to build a church here at Fontana, and 
there has been just about every diffi- 
culty that Nehemiah had, except the 
threat of violence. We have had our 
Sanballats, Tobiahs, and Geshems, who 
said we were “too feeble” to build; a 
good deal of discouragement whispered 
around, that “the strength of the bearers 
of burdens is decayed, and there is much 
rubbish” (chap. 4:10). But building 
materials are being unloaded on the 
church site and work has actually be- 
gun. We have enough to finish the base- 
ment floor, upon which we will place a 
temporary roof until we get the money 
for the upper floor where ultimately 
our auditorium will be. Quite a num- 
ber of readers of this column have sent 
in generous contributions and the little 
Fontana Community Church is grateful 
to them beyond expression. Maybe they 
can come to Fontana and worship with 
us some day. We hope so, 

Fontana Dam, N., C, 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for. God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE poet Tennyson said, “More things 

are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of.” And that is true. 
Our Golden Text today tells four things 
that are wrought by prayer which un- 
saved people know nothing of. Notice 
what they are as we repeat the verse 
together, Isaiah 40:31. 

The two men about whom we shall 
study today knew how to “wait on the 
Lord,” and because of this did more for 
their country than almost any other 
leaders I can think of. 

Last week we studied about the Baby- 
lonian Captivity. How long was it to 
last? (Seventy years.) Now the seventy 
years are over, and God’ is about to keep 
His promise to return the Jews to their 
own land. At the time of last Sunday’s 
lesson, Babylon was the world power. 
This Sunday it is Persia. God used King 
Nebuchadnezzar to punish the people of 
Judah by carrying them away into cap- 
tivity. Now God is going to use another 
world ruler to fulfill His promise to 
gather the Jews back into their own 
land. Turn to Ezra 1:1-3, and find out 
who this was. 

When we think of the return of the 
Jews from captivity, two names in par- 
ticular come to mind. The first of these 
is Ezra, Ezra was a priest of God; who 
after the Captivity led a large group 
of Jews back to Jerusalem. About fifty 
thousand Jews had returned to Jeru- 
salem some eighty years before and built 
the Temple. Now a priest was needed 
to teach God's statutes and judgments 
in Israel. And Ezra was ready to fill 
that need. Ezra 7:10 will tell you why. 
Before Ezra started on the four months’ 
journey back to Jerusalem from Baby- 
lon, he proclaimed a time of fasting 
and prayer for all of these going with 
him. They were going with their little 
children and with their household goods, 
and in addition were carrying to Jeru- 
salem costly offerings of gold and silver 
for the house of the Lord from the king 
and his lords and the Jews still in Baby- 
lon. The country through which these 
returning Jews had to pass was full of 
bandits, but Ezra knew that if they 
waited upon the Lord He would protect 
them. So they did, and the Lord took 
them through, without the loss of one 
thing. 

After they were safely re-established 
in the land, Ezra was told that some of 
the Jews who had returned to Jerusalem 
were marrying heathen wives and prac- 
ticing some of the very sins that had 
led to the nation’s captivity. Ezra might 
have gone out and rebuked them, but 
instead he gave himself to prayer about 
the situation. As he was praying, a 
great congregation assembled at the 
house of. the Lord, and the people re- 
pented and turned back to the Lord. 
Ezra’s leadership was largely through 
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prayer. The strength of the Jews lay 
wholly in keeping the commandments of 
their God. Ezra’s prayers so deeply af- 
fected the whole nation that they put 
away their heathen wives .and their idol- 
atry. 

Wilma has written a story about Ezra 
for the children. 

EZRA 


The Jews sinned, and God let them be 
taken far away from their homes. 

After seventy years, God said they could 
come back to Jerusalem. 

So thousands of them left Babylon and 
moved to Jerusalem, 

Some years later, God told Ezra to lead 
more Jews back to Jerusalem. 

God told Ezra to teach the people His 
laws, too. 

The new king gave Ezra money to help 
the people go back. 

Ezra and the other Jews prayed to God 
to take care of them. 

He took them safely back to Jerusalem 
with all their belongings, 

The returning families went into the 
Temple to thank God. 

They offered sacrifices to God, too. 


The second man we think of in con 
nection with the returning Jews is Nehe- 
miah, He was of the royal family of 
Israel, but in Babylon he had the job 
of king’s cupbearer, and lived in the 
palace. But he left all the luxuries of 
Babylon to go back to Jerusalem to re- 
build the walls of the city. He con- 
stantly waited upon the Lord. Before 
he asked the king’s permission to go 
back, he prayed, knowing that the king 
might be very angry at his wanting to 
leave. When the king asked him what 
it was he wanted, Nehemiah sent a swift 
telegram to Heaven before making his 
request. The king said Nehemiah could 
go. But when he reached Jerusalem and 
started work he met much opposition. 

Dora has written a story about Ne- 
hemiah for the children. 


NEHEMIAH 


Nehemiah was the king’s cupbearer. 

He heard that the walls of Jerusalem 
were broken down. 

He prayed earnestly about it to the Lord. 

hen he gave the king’s drink to him. 

The king said, “Why do you look so 
sad?” 

Nehemiah said, “Because the walls of 
Jerusalem are broken down.” 

The king said, “You may go back and 
help build them, 

“Take soldiers, money, and this letter 
telling others to help, too.” 

Nehemiah went back to Jerusalem, 

He rode around Jerusalem at night to 
look at the walls, 
The next day he told the people God 
wanted them to rebuild the walls. 
“Let us rise up and build,” they all said. 
Their enemies did not want the walls 
built. 

They said to Nehemiah, “Your walls are 
no good. 

“Even a fox could knock them down.” 

They came to fight, too, but the builders 
kept on working, 

Half of them were ready to fight and 
half of them kept on building. 

And so the walls were finished. 


Nehemiah’s enemies made fun of him; 
they tried to fight him and they lied 
about him, but Nehemiah never stopped 
work. He prayed constantly, kept a 
vigilant watch, and worked night and 
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day. Read Nehemiah 4:1-9 and chapter 
6, verse 9. Nehemiah knew the secret 
of waiting on the Lord and so the walls 
were finished. He worked twelve years 
building the walls and at the same time 
acting as governor, yet he never took a 
single cent of wages. Instead, he used 
his office of governor to turn the hearts 
of the people to the Lord, just as Ezra 
used his position of priest. This part 
of Jewish history is most important, for 
God was getting the Jews back into their 
own land that Christ might be born 
there. And these two men had a major 
part in the rebuilding of the nation. 
Why? Because they were both men of 
prayer. 

Our last glimpse of them this morning 
will be in Nehemiah 8. Read the first 
three verses. How wonderful it would 
be if we could get a comparable per- 
centage of men, women, and children 
today to listen to the Word of God from 
morning till noon and then to go out 
and practice it as these did under the 
leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah ! 

Assignments: Susan, please’ write 
about the lost sheep from Luke 15: 1-7. 
Harriet, please write about Zacchzeus 
from Luke 19: 1-10. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Tithing Her Time, Too.—They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint (Isa. 40:31, Golden Text). Some 
months ago a friend of mine told me 
that her doctor had said she had a very 
serious trouble, and she added, “My 
nerves are so bad, too, I’m just at the 
breaking point.” Recently, I saw her 
again. The strained look had left her 
face, and, in its place, there was a look 
of quiet peace. She said she felt better 
than she had for years, and was all 
caught up with her work. When I asked 
her how it came about, she said: “When 
I first became a Christian I tithed my 
income; now I tithe my time, also. I 
see to it that He has a tenth of my day, 
for quiet waiting on Him. Truly He has 
undertaken for my every need, and I 
praise Him.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
West Hill, Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


Learning From Nebuchadnezzar.—Thus 
saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord 
God of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house (Ezra 
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1:2). How refreshing to find a monarch 
humble enough to acknowledge the Lord 
God of Heaven as the one who gave 
him his empire, and also exercised 
enough to attempt to fulfill the charge 
that accompanied the gift of the king- 
dom! What a striking contrast King 
Cyrus is to that haughty Pharach, king 
of Egypt, who not only failed to recog- 
nize the Lord God of Heaven, but even 
went so far as to say that the River 
Nile was his, and added, “I have made it 
for myself” (Ezek. 29:3). The difficulty 
with most rulers today is their utter fail- 
ure to own their indebtedness to the 
Lord God of Heaven for their positions 
and to carry out the responsibility asso- 
ciated with civil authority. “He that 
ruleth over men must be just, ruling in 
the fear of God” (2 Sam. 23:3). All 
rulers would do well to take a leaf out 
of the book of the first Gentile king to 
be given world dominion. He learned 
by divine discipline that “the most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will.” When he 
came forth from his extreme trial, he 
said, “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and 
extol and honour the King of heaven, 
all whose works are truth, and his ways 
judgment: and those that walk in pride 
he is able to abase” (Dan, 4:37). Chris- 
tians should pray for the rulers of the 
largest country on earth today because 
there has been no official repentance on 
their part for ordering God out of Rus- 
sia “bag and baggage."—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Time for Thanksgiving.—And the chil- 
dren of Israel, . . . kept the dedication 
of this house of God with joy (Ezra 6: 
16). When the New England colonies 
were first planted, the settlers endured 
many privations and difficulties. Being 
piously disposed, they laid their dis- 
tresses before God in frequent days of 
fasting and prayer. Constant meditation 
on such topics kept their minds gloomy 
and discontented, and made them dis- 
posed even to return to their fatherland, 
with all its persecutions. At iength, 
when it was again proposed to appoint 
a day of fasting and prayer, a plain, 
common-sense old colonist rose in the 
meeting and remarked that he thought 
they had brooded long enough over their 
difficulties, and that it seemed high time 
they should consider some of their 
mercies; that the colony was growing 
strong, the fields increasing in harvests, 
the rivers full of fish, the woods full of 
game, the air sweet, the climate salubri- 
ous, their wives healthful, and their chil- 
dren dutiful; above all, that they pos- 
sessed what they came for, full civil 
and religious liberty. On the whole, he 
would amend their resolution for a fast, 
and propose in its stead a day of thanks- 
giving. His advice was taken.—From 
Tom M., Olson, in Now. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


May 19, 195] 


Even Freckles !—So built we the wall; 
and all the wall was joined together unto 
the half thereof: for the people had a 
mind to work (Neh. 4:6). Co-operation 
counts when there is a job to be done. 
There is an old saying that even freckles 
would make a nice coat of tan if they 
would only pull together—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robert- 
son, High Point, N. C. 


Weakness No Excuse.—The people had 
a mind to work (Neh. 4:6). D. L. Moody 
tells the story of an Atlantic passenger 
who lay in his bunk in a storm, deathly 
seasick. A cry of “Man overboard !” was 
heard. “May God help the poor fellow,” 
prayed the man, “there is nothing I can 
do.” Then he thought, “At least I can 
put my lantern in the porthole,” which 
he did. The man was rescued, and, re- 
counting the story the next day, said: 
“I was going down in the darkness for 
the last time when someone put a light 
in a porthole. It shone on my hand, and 
a sailor in the lifeboat grabbed it and 
pulled me in.” Weakness is no excuse 
for our not putting forth all the little 
strength we have, and who can tell how 
God will use it?—From the All Nations 
Missionary Review. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Simple Enough To Believe and Take. 
—And the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law (Neh. 
8:3). Sam Jones used to answer skeptics 
with the story of those watering places 
for cattle in the West, where the weight 
of the animal on a platform presses a 
lever that fills the water trough. The 
steer soon learns that it pays him to 
step on the platform if he wants to be 
refreshed. Said Mr. Jones to one noisy 
denier of the faith: “You make me 
think of a smart steer that sneaks 
around to the barnyard and bellers: 
‘Nothing to it! Nothing to it! But 
another steer, not so conscious of his 
own smartness, steps on and gets his 
drink and goes away refreshed. It is the 
man who believes who experiences the 
power of salvation.”"—From Prophecy 
Monthly. Sent by Anna A. Milligan, 
Glendale, Calif. 


Butterfly or Bee?—And the ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the book 
of the law (Neh. 8:3). This was not a 
Bible-reading marathon to see how fast 
the Book could be read. To some the 
Bible is unprofitable because they read 
too fast. They skip from passage to 
passage like a butterfly flitting from 
flower to flower in its endeavor to find 
a drop of ready nectar. Others delve 
into the significance of a verse, a clause, 
a word, like the bee that goes down to 
the bottom of the flower cup, lingering 
sufficiently long to extract its luscious 
sweetness. The butterfly dies in Octo- 
ber with the flowers, whereas the bee 
is warm in its hive even in the dead of 
winter, amid the fragrant stores which 
it gathered beneath the bright beams of 
summer. Which is it in our case — but- 
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Lesson for June 3 


Do we search the Scrip- 
tures or just skim them?—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


terfly or bee? 


% 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Working Together (Neh. 2:17, 18; 4:6; 


‘“ H, MY back!” sighed one of the 

workmen, as he straightened up 
from shoveling broken stones and dirt 
to be hauled away. “Yes,” said his 
neighbor, slapping mortar between the 
big stones; “but look how this wall is 
growing! Just think, three weeks ago 


$:1-3) 


there was nothing but rubbish here. 
Since Governor Nehemiah came and got 
everyone started, how people have 
worked!” “I must get back to my 
shovel,” said the first man, “and not 
shirk my part. I hope we don’t have 
to use these,” he added, handling the 


sword at his side, “but our enemies may 
attack any minute, and we must be ready 
to fight, the Governor says.” “I don’t 
think they dare, because they know we 
are on the watch, ready for them,” re- 
plied the man on the wall, “and God is 
with us.” 

Indeed every man who could work was 
busy somewhere along the wall— even 
girls helped (Neh. 3:12). How hopeless 
the city had looked when they first re- 
turned from their long stay in a for- 
eign land—walls broken down, gates 
burned! Homes and Temple had been 
started, but the city walls were still in 
ruins when Nehemiah arrived. Now all 
was busy. It was hard work; the days 
were long and the nights dangerous. 
Nobody knew when the enemy might 
attack. The Governor prayed; the peo- 
ple worked hard; they obeyed the Gov- 
ernor’s orders, and God blessed them. 
In fiftv-two days the wall was finished, 
and now those enemy nuisances could 
not get in. 

After the walls were finished, the peo- 
ple asked Ezra the priest to bring out 
the Bible and read it. God had put it 
into his heart not only to serve God 
himself and keep His laws, but to teach 
others. A pulpit was built in an open 
space in the city, and everybody came 
to listen to Ezra read the Bible. You 
see, people did not have Bibles of their 
own in those days before printing was 
invented. The boys and girls big enough 
to understand came, too. From morning 
until noon Ezra read the Bible —the 
Book of the Law—and teachers ex- 
plained it to the people. It was a great 
day. There were tears because they saw 
how they had disobeyed God. But it 


was wonderful to listen to those words 
of God’s love and care and forgiveness. 
It was wonderful to think how He prom- 
ised to bless those who obeyed Him and 
Kept His Law. 

Find Deuteronomy 6:5, part of the Law 
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of Moses, which Ezra may have read; 
Nehemiah 4:6, which tells how the wall 
got built; Psalm 136, which tells of the 
people’s praise; Isaiah 41;6, which tells 
of working together; Zechariah 7:9, 10, 
which tell how to live and work to- 
gether. Can you name the other Books 
in each group of the Old Testament? 

For an Old Testament quiz: Name 
the man who— (1) Let his relative take 
first choice. (Abraham.) (2) Gave the 
people God’s laws. (Moses.) (3) Read 
and explained the Bible to the people 
of Jerusalem. (Ezra.) (4) Drove out 
giants to build his home in the Prom- 
ised Land, (Caleb.) (5) Lived through 
a terrible flood because he obeyed God. 
(Noah.) (6) Had good success as a king 
because he obeyed God. (David or Heze- 
kiah.) (7) Got the people to rebuild 
the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah.) (8) 
Chose vegetables and water instead of 
rich food and wine. (Daniel.) (9) Was 
cared for by a widow during a drought. 
(Elijah.) (10) Chose the best pasture 
land for himself. (Lot.) 

For the story picture draw a wall of 
stones, row on row, for the wall of Jeru- 
salem. Isaiah 41:6 is the Memory Verse, 
which tells how the people worked on 
the wall. Does it describe the way you 
work together at home and on school 
activities? Or do you nag and bother? 
Imagine the man with the shovel pok- 


ing off the wall the stone which the 
builder had just put in place! Suppose 
the man on the wall said: “Yes; I’m 


tired, tco. Let’s quit and go home. I’ve 
done my share. Let old Nehemiah do it 
himself if he wants it done !” 


OroNO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OR seventy years the Israelites were 
captives in Babylon. Of course all 
the older people died there. But some 
of those who had been young when they 
left their own country, still were home- 
sick to return. God had said they would 
go back, and God stirred up the heart 
of Cyrus, the king, to tell them that 
anybody who wanted to go back to Jeru- 
salem could go. Cyrus sent back with 
them all the gold and silver vessels from 
the Temple, that had been carried away 
by Nebuchadnezzar. He commanded the 
Israelites who remained in Babylon to 
send a free-will offering to help build 
the Temple in Jerusalem. Cyrus also 
made a decree that the Temple was to 
be rebuilt in Jerusalem, but later some 
enemies by crooked dealing stopped the 
building after the foundation was laid. 
Then Darius, a new king, ordered the 
governors of states near Jerusalem to 
help build the Temple, and at last it 
was finished, and the people could wor- 
ship in it. 
“But the people in Jerusalem had a 
hard time. Most of you have seen pic- 
tures of some of the cities in Europe 


* (13) 457 


YOU ARE INVITED 


to 
share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton College 


New York 19, N. Y. 


At Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia 
July 16 to 21 
PROPHETIC BIBLE CONFERENCE 
and Fifth Jewish Evang. Institute 
of the CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 


Thrilling Prophetic Studies 
Practical Instruction for soul-winners 


Ideal Vacation - Warm Days Cool Nights 
in foothills of Blue | Ridge Mountains 





340 W. 55th Street 





Speakers and Instructors 
C. W. Slemming, London, England, Popular Expositor 
Coulson Shepherd, Radio Broadcaster to Israel 
Milton B. Lindberg, Supt. Chicago Hebrew Mission 
V. D. Shannon, Supt. Detroit Hebrew Mission 
For information write to 
CHICAGO HEBREW MISSION 
818 Independence Blvd., Chicago 24 


For reservations write to 
Lake Louise Conference, Toccoa, Georgia 








It Tells 
You How To 


LAY A FIRM FOUNDATION 


With Bible-Centered Lessons| 


Get this valuable 24 page book and 
see for yourself how ALL-BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES of Sunday School 
lessons assures you a firm foundation 
for achieving Sunday School success 
through His excellent Word. 









ws 






UP ‘cal Send me the following without 


j obligation (postage paid) 

Send FREE book, “HOW FIRM A FOUNDA- 
I TION” giving complete ete information on the 
! 0 ALL- BIBLE GRADED SERIES 

1 am specially interested in the followi 
departments: ~ 
| 

' 











—wNur. Beg.__Pri_Jr._iInt.._Senior 
—__...NEW ADULT LESSONS 
| Name. 
{ Address. 
City Zone___ State 








i My Church Position 
434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO 5, ILL. DEPT. SSA~ 











458 (14) * 





y5TON 


37 


(\y 





G 
Yrisrin® 


“JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 
Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the author 

— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 

TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 

over five hundred pages, 

$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 

accompanies order. 

J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 

President 


Shelton College 
340 West 55TH STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


that were bombed, and what a mess they 
were of stones and rubble. Jerusalem 
was about the same. The walls were 
broken down. Part of the city had been 
burned. Then God touched the heart of 
Nehemiah, a prince in exile in Babylon, 
and he began to inquire about the peo- 
ple in Jerusalem. When he heard of 
their sad condition, he spoke to the king, 
and the king sent him to Jerusalem to 
see what could be done. 

One night Nehemiah went out and 
rode all around Jerusalem to see just 
how bad it was. Then he called the 
Jews together and told them he had come 
to help them build the walls, that the 
king had given orders for the keeper 
of his forest to give them timbers to 
build up the gates and the walls of Jeru- 
salem. So they began to build, but their 
enemies all began to get busy, too. They 
didn’t want Jerusalem rebuilt. 

Their enemies made so much trouble 
that half of the men who worked on the 
wall were armed to fight, and the other 
half built the wall. Then they changed, 
and every man who worked had his 
sword girded by his side. Every man 
who worked had a weapon in one hand 
while he worked with the other. 

The people would have quit and given 
up, but Nehemiah would not let them. 
He was discouraged, but he knew where 
to go to get his courage renewed; he 
went to the Lord. He spoke to God 
often; he asked God what to do, and 
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God answered him, and at last the wall 
was built. 

It would be a good plan to show a 
picture of the men building the wall, 
or the Temple. If you cannot find one, 
draw pictures of the things the men had 
to carry to work with them: hammers, 
trowels, to build with; swords, spears. 
to fight with. They had to be armed 
for war to work at their day’s work. 

Doesn't that make you think of Paul’s 
list of the Christian’s armor? (Eph. 6: 
11-17.) Do you remember it? “The 
whole armour of God.” And right here, 
teacher, visualize this for them. Take 
the figure of a man or boy. Put on the 
girdle of truth, the “breastplate of right- 
eousness,” the “feet shod with the prep- 
aration of the gospel of peace; the shield 
of faith,” the “helmet of salvation,” and 
the “sword of the Spirit.” And the sword 
is the Word of God. Now do you see 
why we want you to memorize Scrip- 
ture, not only with your head, but get 
it into your heart? 

Then we are to be like Nehemiah, 
praying always. Do you children pray, 
or do you just says prayers? Praying 
is talking to God. Saying prayers is 
just repeating like a parrot what some- 
body else said. Of course you can make 
it your own prayer by meaning every 
word of it. We say the prayer Christ 
gave His disciples, which is commonly 
called the Lord’s Prayer. Many people 
say it without thinking what it means 
You can say it and mean it all. Nehe- 
miali really talked to God, He was really 
praying. 

The Bible says, “Except the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain that build 
it.” In other words, only the house that 
is built under God’s direction has God’s 
blessing. That is something to remem- 
ber, whether you are building a church 
or a home. Too many Christian people 
forget this. Will you reraember it? 
Pray about a building, whether it is your 
home or your Sunday school that is 
being built. 

You may think children have nothing 
to do about building a church. Once I 
heard a story of a very small boy. His 
father was the minister, and Johnnie 
had heard his father and mother ‘pray- 
ing about the church that needed re- 
pairing. It seemed nobody would do 
a thing about the needed building. The 
boy was only five, but he felt badly 
about it, so he took his little wagon 
and started out. His father had said 
if everybody would help, it would not 
be hard to get it done. He wanted to 
do his part. He went to a place where 
there was a building being built, There 
was a big pile of bricks, and he asked 
a man if he could have some in his 
wagon. The man looked at the little 
wagon and said he could. So he filled 
up his wagon and started home with 
them. He was so interested in hauling 
them that he forgot to look both ways 
at, the crossing, and a car struck the 
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Lesson for June 3 


little wagon, and just missed him. He 
was thrown and hurt, and taken to the 
hospital. When his father and mother 
arrived there, he had been patched up 
and put in bed. They could not under- 
stand why he had been at that crossing, 
for he was not in the habit of running 
away. He told his father he was getting 
some bricks to fix the church. Soon the 
news spread, and the people began to 
come to the pastor with money for the 
much needed building, until there was 
more than they had ever asked. Johnnie 
really repaired the church, though he 
was but five! 
FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 452) 

1. The scjourn in Egypt was one of 
increasing bondage and oppression; in 
Babylon there was increasing freedom 
and comfort. 

. Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, 
. Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. 
. Haggai and Zechariah, 


uo. Ww 


. In response to a complaint from 
local officers, Cambyses sent an order of 
restraint (Ezra 4: 7-24). 

6. Three Jewish temples: Solomon’s, 
Zerubbabel’s, and Herod's, The site is 
now occupied by the Mosque of Omar. 

7. The rebuilding of the Temple, the 
reconstruction of the walls, and the re- 
vival of the people. 

8. First, the operation of the Spirit of 
God upon his heart; second, his general 
policy to all subject nations, 

9. The Word of God, (See Heb. 4:12.) 

10. The Feast of Tabernacles (Neh, 8: 
13-18). 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 3 
Alcohol Degrades Youth 
(Prov. 23:20-32; Eph. 5:18; 1 Pet. 4:1-5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EARLY every day, at a certain time, 

on a street not far from THe Sun- 
DAY ScHooL, Times offices, a group of 
human derelicts can be seen making 
their way toward the center of the city, 
where, possibly at one of the Christian 
breakfast associations, they hope to get 
a cup of coffee and a roll to hold them 
over until the next day. They do not 
make a pretty sight. Their eyes are red 
and their faces are seamed and at the 
same time bloated. Their clothes are 
shabby and in disorder, and often these 
men are barely able to walk, and not in 
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TO REALIZE THEIR ADVANTAGES 
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Closely Graded — books for each age. 

Covers entire Bible several times. 
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Attractive and practical — provides extra, 

exciting projects. 

Builds strong, growing church members. 

Preferred by informed Christian Leaders. 

Can be used for Christian day schools, 

released time classes, D.V.B.S., and 

young people's meetings. 


SEE FOR YOURSELF—Use Coupon Below 
Plan I—FREE SAMPLE BOOKS 


Write for information on how you 
may obtain free sample books. 


Plan 2—SPECIAL EXAMINATION SET 
over 600 pages, Il books, only $1.95 


Includes a teacher’s book and pupil’s book for 
each of the five departments (Kindergarten, 
Primary, Junior, Junior High, High School) — 
at half price—only $1.95 as a special examination 
offer. Gospel Light Editors make this special offer 
so that you may see for yourself the remark- 
able advantages of Closely-graded lessons— 
a plan established and proved by secular 
educators which gives you books for twelve 
grades, including Junior High and Senior High, 
besides the Adult Manuals, also Kindergarten. 


Also, FREE, HELPFUL BROCHURE which includes 
valuable chart on “How to Organize Your Sunday School.” 


Order Today from GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 
1214 South Brand Blivd., Glendale 4, California 
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[_] Send me the special examination set of 1] books, over 600 pages, for 
which | enclose $1.95. 
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PASTORS — LAYMEN! 


Write for free sample assortment of 13 outstanding 
Family Altar tracts and free bi-monthly Family Altar 
paper ‘The Crusader.” 

The Family Altar League, 52 W. Washington, Chicago, Ill. 


FORTY-FOUR vEans WINNING FAMILY ALTAR HEARTS 
ND HOMES FOR CHRIST 
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them a gospel witness by 
_——— trained personal workers 
alse in the service. 

THE LORD IS GREATLY 
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Send 25c fora ple and outli 











AKRON 9. OHIO 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND - BOX 
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a very straight line at that. Some are 
noisy and garrulous, while others seem 
to be sunk in gloomy despair. 

They would not make an attractive 
window display or a pleasing subject 
for a billboard poster, and yet these men 
are the finished (or nearly finished) 
product of the liquor industry, No liquor 
dealer would want such products dis- 
played in his establishment. An honest 
manufacturer is proud to display his 
products, but the liquor dealer very 
carefully tries to conceal his. He will 
throw them out of his place of business 
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—the Man Greatly Beloved, 


As director of the Moody Bible Institute Correspondence 
School, Mr. Newell each year supervises the study of 
twenty thousand Bible students throughout the world. 
Every alert Christian will want to read this practical expo- 
sition on a book of the Bible that is much discussed today. 


Purchase at your favorite religious bookstore or direct from 


MOODY PRESS 820 N. LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO 10 ILL. 


His Prophecies by Philip R. Newell 


$2.50 
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SEASONAL STORIES: New Year’s, Washington's Birthday, 
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with instructions for 6 games...... 

Order DIETZ Visual Aids from your ducha, or direct 


Complete catalog of Sunday Schoo! Supplies free on request 
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if they come around in such a condition, 
Instead he will tell the public about the 
fine flavor and aroma of the poison he 
sells. He will play up pictures of pros- 
perous-looking businessmen and sports- 
men, drinking and praising his poison. 


se 


Now, of course, no young person in- 
tends, when he takes his first glass of 
intoxicant, to become a drunkard. But 
not one of us has any guarantee, apart 
from the keeping power of Christ, that we 
may not erd up in the flotsam and jet- 
sam of society when we begin to indulge 
in alcoholics. Some of the most prom- 
ising and seemingly intelligent young 
people have been unable to withstand 
the appeal of alcohol, once they have 
begun to take it into their bodies, for 
alcohol, unlike other beverages, creates 
in these bodies of ours a thirst for more 
and more. 

But even if we do not become helpless 
drunkards, we are still degraded by alco- 
hol when we use it in any form as a 
beverage. It causes otherwise sensible, 
sane individuals to do senseless and in- 
sane things. Under the influence of alco- 
hol men and women say and do things 
of which they are ashamed when in their 
right minds. Even in small quantities, 
alcohol impairs judgment and _ slows 
down the bodily reflexes to such a de- 
gree that it is unsafe for even a mod- 
erate drinker to drive a car on the high- 
way, or to perform any other acts that 
require quick judgment and sensitive re- 
sponses. 

se 


But aside from these mental and phys- 
ical effects, alcohol has even a deeper 
moral effect. It removes the breaks that 
normally would restrain an individual 
from doing and saying unwise and im- 
proper things, and it opens the door to 
all sorts of evil, because it involves the 
surrender of the individual to something 
other than God. It is right here that 
the use of alcchol as a beverage be- 
comes, in the deepest sense, a sin. God, 
who created man, endowed him with 
reason, judgment, and self-control. Man 
has no right to surrender this endow- 
ment to any one or any thing but God 
Himself. 

Se 


Certainly Christians, of all people, have 
no right to use alcohol in beverage form. 
The Bible from cover to cover speaks 
against it with terrible denunciations 
and warnings, even to the point of stat- 
ing that no drunkard can inherit the 
Kingdom of God (1 Cor, 6:10). Our 
Scripture portions for this week bring 
us some of these warnings and admoni- 
tions regarding the use of intoxicants. 

Even on the false assumption that alco- 
hol cannot harm us as individuals, we 
have no right to use it if we are fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ lest, 
through our use, other weaker Christians 
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may be caused to stumble (1 Cor. 
8: 9-13). 

While, of course, it is foolish to assume 
that the mere removal of alcoholic bev- 
erages would clean up the world and 
make everyone honest and law-abiding, 
nevertheless, Christians have a respon- 
sibility, first of all, to have nothing to do 
with it for themselves, and then to lend 
their help to every right and honest 
effort to put intoxicants out of the reach 
of those who are too weak, or too indif- 
ferent or selfish to refrain from intoxi- 
cants on their own account, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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The 1951 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


HERE is still time to register for the 

1951 Christian Fellowship Tour. Some 
who have delayed sending for informa- 
tion about the tour, or who, for one rea- 
son or another, may have been unable 
to decide what to do this year, may be 
glad to know that there is yet time to 
obtain desirable accommodations on the 
SS. Chilcotin with the party. However, 
you will need to act promptly, if replies 
are to reach you and all details are to 
be cared for in good time, before you 
begin this delightful journey with Chris- 
tian companions of similar tastes and 
habits. 

The party will leave Chicago, in com- 
fortable Pullman coaches, on Thursday, 
June 28, at 11.30 a.m., but some indi- 
viduals who live farther west will join 
the group as it moves westward. Stops 
will be made for sightseeing in Denver, 
Salt Lake City, Los Angeles, Yosemite 
National Park, San Francisco, Portland, 
and Seattle. On reaching Vaucouver, 
B. C., the group will board the SS. Chil- 
cotin of the Union Steamships, Ltd. Here 
will begin a memorable ten-day cruise 
through the sheltered waters of the In- 
side Passage to Alaska. 

Marvelous scenery, comfortable ap- 
pointments, delicious meals, and Chris- 
tian companionship will make this 
leisurely journey to America’s “last fron- 
tier” one never to be forgotten. There 
will be stops at Prince Rupert, B. C., 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, and 
Metlakatla, Alaska. And at each place 
there will be time to go ashore for sight- 
seeing and shopping. There will be op- 
portunities to see first hand some of the 
mission work being done among the 
natives. At Skagway, an overnight jour- 
ney inland will take the party into the 
northern wilderness, amid towering 
snow-capped mountains and breath-tak- 
ing vistas of lakes and fiords, and yet 
in the comfort and safety of modern 
transportation. 

After returning to Vancouver, B. C., 
two further stops will be made — at Vic- 
toria. B. C., the town that is more Eng- 
lish than England; and at Rainier 
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National Park in the comfort and spec- 
tacular surroundings of Paradise Inn, 
high on one of the shoulders of famous 
Mt. Rainier. 

The return to Chicago will be over 
the line of the Northern Pacific Railway, 
whose dining car service is famous the 
country over, and whose careful plan- 
ning and supervision makes these tours 
so delightful. Arrival in Chicago will 
be on Wednesday morning, July 25. 

The Associate Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
who has accompanied a number of 
earlier Christian Fellowship parties, will 
be with the 1951 group. Detailed infor- 
mation and a descriptive folder may be 
had by addressing Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. 
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WORLD-WIDE FAMILY ALTAR SUN- 
DAY, OCTOBER 14, 1951. 


52 W. Washington, Chicago, Illinois. Forty-four 


years winning family altar hearts and homes for Christ. 


For details and 
literature write The Family Altar League, 
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Missionary Supplement 
Edited by E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH 

+ « « Without charge or obligation . . . 
This attractive, little 4- page paper is issued 
monthly and may be secured absolutely free 
by all who request it simply by mailing a post- 
card, with your name and addeess, to Dept. st 
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The Cinquantenaire Monument 
in Brussels, Belgium 





BELGIUM— Gateway to Europe 


TO THE GOSPEL 


Preaching 57 centers and a weekly radio 
program 

Preparing men in four-year Bible course 

Publishing Scriptures, books, periodicals, 
reaching people wherever 
French and Dutch are spoken. 


For information regarding this faith mis- 
sion work, founded in 1918 by Ralph C. 
Norton, write to: 


BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, INC. 
325 North Thirteenth Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


J.C. Winston and O. Vansteenberghe, Co-Directors 


“Flanders’ Fields” mailed on request 
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EVANGELISM 






August 5-12 
An ideal spot for spiritual fellowship .. . 
ful, away from the distractions of the world. 
Excellent Program Features... 
VANCE HAVNER 
Well-known preacher and Bible expositor 
THE MUSICAL WHITES 
Enjoy the ministry of these talented artists 


For further information write Dept. S 











P. O. Box 1130, 





FOR TIMES LIKE THESE, plan a vacation 
combines physical and spiritual 
refreshing ... you'll experience both at 


CONFERENCE ON. 
AT DELIGHTFUL CEDAR LAKE, INDIANA 


guiet, rest- 


Sponsors of Chicago’s Noonday Services = Broadcast 12.30 p. m. CTS, Station WMBI, 1110 ke. 


Isaiah 30:15 . . « John 14:27 






r 3 ~ 






Mr. & Mrs. Paul White 


Recreation . . . Something for every- 
body. Swimming, shuffleboard, base- 
ball, croquet, etc. Well-equipped play- 
ground for the youngsters. 

Excellent accommodations: 
Modern hotel, dormitories, cabins, 
housekeeping cottages. 


Christian Business Men’s Committee 


Chicago 90, Illinois 

















462 (18) * 


HELP WANTED in large Christian oqgenien 


tion in Washington, D. 
bookkeeper, children’s worker, camp counsellor, cook, 
gardener (5 persons). State references and pastor. 
Write Adv. No. 678, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 





« Teachers wanted by sound 

Teachers Wa nted * Christian liberal arts college. 

Fields: Chemistry, mathematics, music, organ, Spanish. 

Master's degree or better preferred, though will consid- 

er experience. Write Adv. No. 679, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 

leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofield B 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


FEMALE 


WANTED—Beauty Operator—Christian 
Beck’s Beauty Shop, 6354, S. W., 8th Street, 
Miami, Florida. 


ATTENTION 


MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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Make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving 
merchandise. Complete 
line of Bibles, Books, 
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5 Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 
» Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 
® work—Li Commissions. 


$0008008 808.888 WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, vept. A-4 Butler, ind. 





FREE CATALOG 


FREE CATALOG—of Sunday School supplies, Bibles, 
hymns, choruses and the best in Christian books. We 
have had 56 years’ experience in filling orders by 
mail from folk whe don't live close to o Christian book- 
store. Satisfaction or your money cheerfully returned. 


MOODY PRESS BOOKSTORE, Exicxco'vo. tinois 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 

In spite of higher costs this book may be had 
for only 25 cents, postage paid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 
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Children's Day—1951 


WO excellent services for use in the 

Sunday School on Children’s Day, 
prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, are 
still available. One is entitled, “God — 
and All: Things,” and the other, “God’s 
Overflowing Measures.” 


Both of these services have been pre- 
pared ‘in the style familiar to SuNpDay 
ScHoot Trmes readers. They have re- 
sponsive readings fcr the entire school, 
special Scripture responses and recita- 
tions for the various departments, hymns 
appropriate to the occasion, set to fa- 
miliar hymn tunes, thus requiring no 
special preparation. These services come 
in convenient folder form. 

Children’s Day will be observed in 
many Sunday schools this year on June 
10, and it is suggested that you send 
promptly for as many of either of these 
services as you may need for your 
school:~ They may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, at 25 cents a 
dozen, or $2 a hundred. 


we 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 








Your Bible and You. By Charles R. 
Erdman, D.D. (The John C. Winston Co., 
Philadelphia 7; $2.50.) In this, Dr, Erd- 
man’s twenty-sixth book, there is a 
wealth of practical help and inspiration. 
Its message is conveyed in fresh, invig- 
orating and intelligible style. The un- 
derlying purpose of the volume is to 
provide encouragement in the establish- 
ment and pursuance of the habit of daily 
Bible reading. The accomplishment of 
this worthy aim has been well achieved: 
in at least three directions. First, the 
opening five chapters treat of introduc- 
tory matters that greatly assist in gain- 
ing a proper attitude toward the Word, 
such as how it was formed, what it is, 
and what it does for the reader. Second, 
each book is given a complete summary. 
All of these summaries are thorough and 
a few of them are outstanding. In each 
treatment the major spiritual truths are 
noted. Third, the interrelation of the 
books of the Bible to each other and 
to the whole is stressed with great force. 
Thus the way is paved for an intelli- 
gent and spiritual reading, and for a 
truly evangelical interpretation of the 
Bible. 

Although there are a few scattered 
sentences open to question, perhaps the 
one really objectionable feature of this 
otherwise excellent volume stems from 
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the author’s evident prophetic viewpoint, 
or lack of one. Dr. Erdman affirms the 
reality of Christ’s actual, personal re- 
turn, and of the earthly Kingdom over 
which He is to rule, but there is no allu- 
sion to the rapture, and the definite im- 
press as to time is postmillennial. Fur- 
thermore, the attitude toward the 
prophetic element, in the sense of fore- 
telling the future, is expressed in two 
ideas —(1) prophetic references are inci- 
dental to the main purpose of letters in 
which they occur; (2) the actual design 
of clearly recognizable prophetic books 
is neither histcric nor prophetic, but 
religious. This twofold perspective 
sharply reduces the value of the treat- 
ment of such books as Daniel and the 
five second Epistles of the New Testa- 
ment in particular. 


The Divine Conquest. By A. W. Tozer. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 10: 
$1.50.) If you are sincerely longing for 
a soul-arousal, not as an end in itself, 
but as a means to new uncticn by which 
to magnify Jesus Christ, read “The Di- 
vine Conquest”! This pride-shattering 
rebuke of the shallowness of apathy that 
prevails much too largely in Protestant 
orthodoxy has been written unquestion- 
ably in a spirit of humble and loving 
concern. In it there is not the least 
trace of censoriousness and nothing 
harsh or derisive. But it has been writ- 
ten, as the author says, under a pres- 
sure impossible to resist, a pressure gen- 
erated by both a personal experience of 
the Holy Ghost and the spectacle of a 
languishing, powerless church. And 
hence this challenge to self-crucifixion 
and resurrection victory cuts like a plow 
through hardened heart soil. All may 
not agree with some of the author’s em- 
phases: some may criticize him at this 
point or that, but with an open mind 
read what he has to say. As we con- 
tinue on in 1951, with its terrifying crises 
and tremendous opportunities, this man 
has a message, the message of a prophet 
who, in the day of atomic power, has 
realized afresh the power of the Gospel 
in cross-conquered and world-conquer- 
ing lives. 


Voice of the Heart — Cardiphonia. By 
John Newton. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.50.) In spite of his wayward youth, 
John Newton lived to be eighty-two 
years old (1725-1807), preaching the 
Gospel for about fifty-five years. “New- 
ton’s most distinctive office in the great 
evangelical revival,” wrote Dr. Alexan- 
der Whyte of Scotland, “was to be a 
writer of spiritual letters.” One hun- 
dred and fifty-three of these letters are 
now made available again to the Chris- 
tian public in this seventh volume of 
the Wycliffe Classics. 

John Newton’s friend, William Cowper, 
called the collection “My Cardiphonia,” 
the Latin word meaning “utterance of 
the heart.” Dr. Whyte called it “An 
English classic of rare excellence and of 
very high value . full of passages 
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hardly surpassed for their genuine 
beauty. A volume of the purest 
apostolic and evangelical truth, written 
in a strong, clear, level, and idiomatic 
English style.” Mr. Geoffrey Williams, 
founder and librarian of the Evangelical 
Library in London, in a sketch of the 
life and work of John Newton, said that 
his letters “are of supreme importance 
on account of the spiritual insight and 
penetrating knowledge of human nature 
which they evince.” 

In a biographical sketch of twelve 
pages in this volume, Dr. William Cul- 
bertson has included not only the out- 
standing facts of Newton's life story, 
but such interesting items as the epitaph 
that Newton wrote to be placed on his 
tombstone, his own repudiation of the 
slave trade, selections from nine of his 
beautiful hyms, and striking quotations 
from his letters. This reviewer has for 
years owned a copy of an older edition 
and has read and reread them with 
great profit, often carrying them with 
him in his travels. This would make a 
fine textbook of English literature in 
Bible institutes and Christian colleges, 
for the style is vigorous, convincing, and 
as faultless as English can be in an un- 
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inspired volume, Newton had a profound 
insight into Scriptural truth, skill in set- 
ting it forth logically and clearly, 
unusual wisdom in answering the argu- 
ments of skeptics, and a gift for comfort- 
ing those in sorrow. This is not a book 
to read through rapidly, but one to keep 
at hand for many weeks or months and 
read thoughtfully and prayerfully. A 
good plan would be to read one letter a 
day. A careful reading of it is bound 
to have an influence upon one’s spoken 
and written English, and will greatly 
strengthen one’s spiritual life. 


bd 


Charles G. Finney Speaks Again 
(Continued from second page) 


sinners, convicted sinners, and told how 
revival could be obtained. He believed 
revival can be hindered, and told how. 

Dr, Edman includes important obser- 
vations on revival from the writings of 
Jonathan Edwards and Robert Murray 
McCheyne. The young Scottish preacher 
answered fifteen pertinent questions, 
which were asked in his day as they are 
now. Dr. Edman _ writes: “Finney’s 
messages were doctrinal, designedly so, 
to inform his hearers on the desperate 
need for a Saviour, and God’s provision 
of that Saviour. His sermons were al- 
ways practical, applying the theory of 
the doctrine expounded so as to make 
the message perfectly plain and under- 
standable.” 

The five sermons that Dr. Edman has 
chosen to include in this volume are 
very impressive. Dr, Edman touches on 
the theological difficulties of Finney’s 
views, and they still appear difficult to 
many careful Bible students today. But 
the fact remains that Finney loved God 
and His Word with an all-consuming 
love, and God honored him with a power 
to convince sinners and saints of their 
own sins that has seldom been surpassed, 
Finney does not actually quote much 
Scripture in his sermons, but Bible truth 
is evident all through them. His ser- 
mon on “Moral Insanity,” given here, is 
very striking and powerful. The last 
three, dealing with three classes of 
Christians — “The True Friends of God 
and Man,” those motivated by self love, 
and those moved by public opinion — 
are as sharp and penetrating as a sur- 
geon’s knife. 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Edman’s 
latest book will have a very wide cir- 
culation and be greatly used of God to 
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to take advantage of the May Family Month Special: THE 
CHRISTIAN PARENT, Bible-based home-building help, with daily 
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zine. Offer expires May 31, 1951. Samples 10c. Send today 


The Christian Education Co., Box $, “ittinors 


“LNOIs 








"AAI! 


A Risen Lord 


Is being preached to Lithuanians by workers 


[[eOeererrrrrrrcrrerere 


in 5 countries, Gospel literature in 21 coun- 
tries, and radio around the world. This faith 
work, established 1928, is the only agency 
Write for the 
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Bible Witness. 
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“Required reading for 
the vigilant Christian.”* 


Christian 
Education in 
a Democracy 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt. D. 


A challenging book prepared by 
a special committee of Christian 
educators authorized by the 
National Association of Evangel- 
icals. 


“A very notable and tremendously 
important book.” — Dr. WILLIAM 
CULBERTSON, Moody Monthly 


“Scholarly, well documented . 

it offers many valuable and new 
insights for the pastor, the teach- 
er, the missionary, and the parent 
—all who believe in Christian 
education.” — Rev. Ropert C. 
MILpRAM, Ph.D., Executive Secre- 
tary, The National Preparatory 
School Committee 


“The time is ripe for such a vol- 
ume as this.” — *Lioyp A. KAL- 
LAND, Christian Life 


At your bookstore + $4.00 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 





114 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 














HRISTIAN RESIDENCE for Business Women 


e@ NEW YORK CITY e 


The Friendly League for Christian Service, Inc. 


(interdenominational, evangelical), maintaining 


a 75-guest residence in New York City. has vacancies from time to time for young business women 


HOMELIKE ATMOSPHERE 


NO SMOKING. 


HIGHEST CHRISTIAN STANDARDS. 


Address inquiries to: 


FRIENDLY LEAGUE RESIDENCE 


233 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
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Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre-millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant world events. 
Vital spiritual food. Edited by Drs. Keith 
L. Brooks and V. C, Oltrogge, board of 
special consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 

Ask information cbout the League's world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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been waiting for—an instru- 
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high-quality tone with a price 
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afford it. 

It’s the new Schulmerich 
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of the famous “Carillonic 
Bells’). Full twenty-five notes, 
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harmony. 


@ Plays with any organ 

@ Serves as tower chimes 

@ Combines with Schulmerich auto- 
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Has remote control, button operation 
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Lowest priced instrument of its type 
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information; please write us. 
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stir up revival in many parts of the 
country. No Christian can read more 
than a few pages without feeling his own 
heart stirred to get right with God and 
reach out to win others. 


bd 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 28 to June 3 


Mon.—Nehemiah 2:11-16. 
Nehemiah Inspects City. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I... viewed the 
walls of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were con- 
sumed with fire.” Godly Nehemiah was 
cautious and wise. He kept his tongue 
and accomplished his work in wisdom, 
Ministers do well to keep close com- 
pany with this devoted servant of God. 
He faced conditions, appreciated his di- 
vine commission, prayed for particular 
providences, rallied godly associates, and 
diligently did God’s work in the time 
and way God wanted it to be done. He 
succeeded against tremendous odds. A 
little of the “fire” of old Nehemiah is 
needed in God’s ministers today. Pray 
for the American Home Bible League, 
11046 Wentworth Ave,., Chicago 28. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 2:17-20. 
Rebuilding of Wall Begun. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They said, Let 
us rise up and build. So they strength- 
ened their hands for this good work.” Ne- 
hemiah put first things first. The good 
work God wanted done was begun as 
soon as it was understood. The erection 
of the wall of separation between the 
friends and foes was their first objec- 
tive. We, too, must put a difference 
between the clean and unclean, between 
them that fear God and them that fear 
Him not. The walls of the Church and 
her gates and bars are very important 
in this day of loose principles. Let us 
do all we can and keep out question- 
able practices from the congregation of 
the righteous. Pray for all. Christians 
in the British East Indies: North Borneo, 
Brunei, and Sarawak, 


Wed.—Nehemiah 6:15-19. Wall Finished. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “So the wall was 
finished . , . in fifty and two days.” With 
God’s blessing this united people accom- 
plished a marvelous work. The report 
of its success caused all their enemies 
to lose face. They learned definitely 
that the work was all done for God. 
As it was then, so it is now, God is for 
all who are for Him. He has pleasure 
in the prosperity of His servants. Let 
us go forward in service that gives Him 
pleasure and His blessing will attend in 
the fullest measure. Pray for God’s 
people of the Leeward Islands (in the 
Caribbean Sea). 


Thurs.—Ezra 6:13-22. 
Temple Finished and Dedicated, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And this house 
was finished . , and the children of 
Israel kept the dedication of this 
house of God with joy.” The Temple 
as well as the walls of Jerusalem was 
built in troublous times. Faith was 
mightily exercised in the days of wait- 
ing and working for their completion, 
Wherever and whenever God's work is 
being done, Satan’s opposition will be 
experienced. But if faith fails not the 
work will succeed. Move forward in 
confidence, knowing God will perfect 
what He begins. Pray for the Christian 
people in the Dominican Republic (in 
the Caribbean). 


Fri.—Nehemiah 8:1-3, 7, 8. 
Ezra Reads the Law. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ezra the priest 
brought the law .. . and he read therein 
before the men and the women, 
and those that could understand.” Man’s 
greatest single need is the Word of God. 
Without it we are left without authori- 
tative information about God and His 
will. The confused and diverse opin- 
ions of men are like the stars in the 
Milky Way, but the Holy Scriptures 
are bright, majestic, and glorious as the 
sun. It lightens the world. It gives 
light but borrows none. The Psalmist 
in Psalms 19 and 119 sums up many of 
its excellencies. Like Ezra, let us be 
wise and give God’s Word to others. 
Pray for God’s people in Newfoundland. 


Sat.—Nehemiah 9:1-4. 
Confession and Repentance. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “They . . . read 
in the book of the law ... one fourth 
part of the day: and another fourth part 
they confessed, and worshipped the Lord 
their God.” God’s Word produces faith, 
repentance, confession, and worship. If 
we would live in its light more we would 
have our lives more pure. Application 
of God’s truth to ourselves is one of the 
missing features in much current Bible 
teaching. Pray for God’s people in the 
Straits Settlement (Straits of Malacca). 


Sun.—Nehemiah 9:32-38. 
Prayer of Levites. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art just 
in all that is brought upon us: for thou 
hast done right, but we have done 
wickedly.” Humble, penitent prayer 
always interests the ear of God. The 
great mercies of both Testaments 
were granted in answer to prayers of 
humility. The prayers of Daniel, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, the publican, and the 
prayers of our Saviour and His apos- 
tles are examples. God gives grace 
to the lowly. One of the marks of a 
true revival is indicated in the words 
of our text. Real converts justify God 
and blame themselves when they 
plead for His pardon in the name of 
Jesus. Pray for the Lord’s people in 
Nyasaland, Africa, 
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